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Swedish environmental activistGieta Ihunbeig, center, takes paitduring the Climate Strike, Riday, Sept 20,2019 in New York. 


Associated Piess 


NEW YORK (AP) — Young 
people afraid for their fu¬ 
tures protested around the 
globe Friday to implore 
leaders to tackle climate 
change, turning out by 


the hundreds of thousands 
to insist that the wanning 
world can't wait foraction. 
Marches, rallies and dem¬ 
onstrations were held from 
Canberra to Kabul and 


Cape Town to New York, 
and German police report¬ 
ed that more than 100,000 
turned out in Berlin. Days 
before world a U.N. climate 
summit of world leaders, 


the "Global Climate Strike" 
events ranged from about 
two dozen activists in Seoul 
using LED flash lights to send 
Morse code messagescall- 
ing foraction to rescue the 


earth to Australia demon¬ 
strations that organizers es¬ 
timated were the country's 
largest protests since the 
Iraq War began in 2003. 
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Trump, in call, urged Ukraine to investigate Biden's son 



President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with Australian Ftime Minister ScottMonison in 
the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, Sept 20, 2019, Washington. 

Associated Press 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE, MI¬ 
CHAEL BALSAMO and USA 
MASCARO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump urged 
the new leader of Ukraine 
this summer to investigate 
the son of formerVice Pres¬ 
ident Joe Biden, a person 
familiarwith the mattersaid 
Friday. Democrats con¬ 
demned what they saw 
as a clear effort to dam¬ 
age a political rival, now 
at the heart of an explosive 
whistleblower complaint 
a gainst Trump. 

It was the latest revelation 
in an escalating contro¬ 
versy that has created a 
showdown between con¬ 
gressional Democrats and 
the Trump administration, 
which has refused to tum 
over the formal complaint 
by a national security of¬ 
ficial or even describe its 
contents. 

Trump defended himself 
Friday against the intelli¬ 
gence official's complaint, 
angrily declaring it came 
from a "partisan whistle¬ 
blower," though he also 
said he didn't know who 
had made it. The com¬ 


plaint was based on a se¬ 
ries of events, one of which 
wasa J uly 25 call between 
Trump and Ukrainian Presi¬ 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy, 
according to a two people 
familiarwith the matter. The 
people were not autho¬ 
rized to discuss the issue by 
name and were granted 
anonymity. 

Trump, in that call, urged 
Zelenskiy to probe the ac¬ 
tivities of potential Demo¬ 
cratic rival Biden's son 
Hunter, who worked for a 
Ukrainian gas company, 
according to one of the 
people, who was briefed 
on the call. Trump did not 
ra ise the issue of U.S. a id to 
Ukraine, indicating there 
was not an exp lie it quid pro 
quo, according to the per¬ 
son. 

Biden reacted strongly late 
Friday, saying that if the re¬ 
ports a re true, 'then there is 
truly no bottom to President 
Trump'swillingnessto abuse 
his power and abase our 
country." He said Trump 
should release the tran- 
scriptof hisj uly phone con¬ 
versation with Zfelenskiy "so 
that the American people 
can judge forthemselves." 


The government's intelli¬ 
gence inspector general 
has described the whistle- 
blower'sAug. 12 complaint 
as "serious" and "urgent." 
But Trump dismissed it all 
Friday, insisting "it's noth¬ 
ing." He scolded reporters 
for asking a bout it and said 
it was 'Just another political 
hackjob." 

"I have conversations with 
many leaders. It's always 
appropriate. Always ap¬ 
propriate," Trump said. "At 
the highest level always 
appropriate. And anything 
I do, I fight for this co untry." 
Trump, who took questions 
in the Oval Office along¬ 
side Australian Prime Min¬ 
ister Scott Morrison, whom 
he was hosting for a state 
visit, was asked if he knew 
if the whistleblower's com¬ 
plaint centered on his July 
25 phone call with Ukrai¬ 
nian President Zelenskiy. 
The president responded, 
"I really don't know," but 
he continued to insist any 
phone call he made with a 
head of state was "perfect¬ 
ly fine and respectful." 
Trump was asked Friday if 
he brought up Biden in the 
call with ^lenskiy, and he 
answered, "It doesn't mat¬ 
ter what I discussed." But 
then he used the moment 
to urge the media 'to look 
into" Biden's background 
with Ukraine. 

Trump and Zelenskiy are 
to meet on the sidelines 


of the United Nations next 
week. The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal first reported thatTrump 
pressed Zelenskiy about 
Biden. 

The standoff with Congress 
raises fresh questions a bout 
the extent to which Trump's 
appointees are protecting 
the Republican president 
from oversight and, spe¬ 
cifically, whether his new 
acting director of national 
intelligence, J oseph Magu¬ 
ire, is working with the J us- 
tice Department to shield 
the president. 

Democrats say the admin¬ 
istration is legally required 
to give Congress access 
to the whistleblower's com¬ 
plaint, and Rep. Adam 
Schiff of California has said 
he will go to court in an ef¬ 
fort to get it if necessary. 
The intelligence commu¬ 
nity's inspector general 
said the matterinvolvesthe 
"most significant" responsi¬ 
bilities of intelligence lead¬ 
ership. 

House Democrats also are 
fighting the administration 
for access to witnesses and 
documents in impeach¬ 
ment probes. 

In the whistleblower case, 
lawmakers are looking 
into whether Trump law¬ 
yer Rudy Giuliani traveled 
to Ukraine to pressure the 
government to aid the 
president's reelection effort 
by investigating the activi¬ 
ties of Biden's son. 


During a rambling interview 
Thursday on CNN, Giuliani 
was asked whether he 
had asked Ukraine to look 
into Biden. He initially said, 
"No, actually I didn't," but 
seconds later he said, "Of 
course I did." 

Giuliani has spent months 
trying to drum up poten¬ 
tially damaging evidence 
about Biden's ties to 
Ukraine. He told CNN that 
Trump was unaware of his 
actions. 

"Idid whatldid on myown," 
he said. "I told him about it 
afterward. 

Still later, Giuliani tweet¬ 
ed, "A President telling a 
Pres-elect of a well known 
corrupt country he bet¬ 
ter investigate corruption 
that affects US is doing 
his job." Democrats have 
contended that Trump, in 
the aftermath of special 
counsel Robert Mueller's 
Russia investigation, may 
have asked for foreign as¬ 
sistance in hisupcoming re- 
election bid. 

Trump further stoked those 
concerns earlier this year in 
an interview when he sug¬ 
gested he would be open 
to receiving foreign help. 
The inspector general ap¬ 
peared before the House 
intelligence committee be¬ 
hind closed doors Thursday 
butdeclined, underadmin¬ 
istration orders, to reveal to 
members the substance of 
the comp la into 
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Students and guests gatheron the steps ofthe State house during 
a climate change protest Friday, Sept 20,2019, in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press 


Continued thorn Front 

"Basically, ourearth isdying, 
and if we don't do some¬ 
thing about it, we die,"said 
A.J. Conermann, a 15-year 
old high school sophomore 
among several thousand 
who marched to the Capi¬ 
tol building in Washington. 

"I want to grow up. I want 
to have a future," Coner¬ 
mann added. 

In New York, where public 
schools excused students 
with parental permission, 
tens of thousands of mostly 
young people marched 
through lower Manhattan, 
briefly shutting down some 
streets 

'Sorry I can't clean my 
room, I'm busy saving the 
world," one protester's sign 
declared. 

And in Paris, teenagers 
and kids as young as 10 
traded classrooms for the 
streets Marie-Lou Sahai, 15, 
skipped school because 
'the only way to make peo¬ 
ple listen is to protest." 

"The demonstrations were 
partly inspired by the ac¬ 
tivism of Swedish teenager 
Greta Ihunberg, who has 
staged weekly "Fridays for 
Future" demonstrations for 
a year, urging world lead- 
ersto step up effortsagainst 
climate change. 

"It's such a victory," Thun- 
berg told The Associated 
Press in an interview in New 
York. "I would never have 
predicted or believed that 
this was going to happen, 
and so fast — and only in 
15 months" 

Ihunberg spoke at a rally 
later Friday and is expect¬ 
ed to participate in a U.N. 
Youth Climate Summit on 
Saturday and speak at the 
U.N. Climate Action Sum¬ 
mit with global leaders on 
Monday. 

"They have this opportunity 


to do something, and they 
should take that," she said. 
"And otherwise, they should 
feel ashamed." 

The world has warmed 
about 1 degree Celsius(1.8 
Fahrenheit) since before 
the Industrial Revolution, 
and scientists have attribut¬ 
ed more than 90 percent of 
the increase to emissionsof 
heat-trapping gases from 
fuel-burning and other hu¬ 
man activity. 

Scientists have warned 
that global warming will 
subject Earth to rising seas 
and more heat waves, 
droughts, powerful storms, 
flooding and other prob¬ 
lems, and that some have 
already started manifesting 
themselves. 

Climate change hasmade 
record-breaking heat tem¬ 
perature records twice as 
likely as re cord-setting cold 
temperaturesoverthe past 
two decades in the con¬ 
tiguous U.S., according to 
National Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration 
data. 

Nations around the world 
recommitted ata 2015sum¬ 
mit in Paris to hold wanning 
to less than 2 degrees Cel¬ 
sius (3.6 Fahrenheit) more 
than pre-industrial-era lev- 
elsbythe end ofthiscentu- 
ry, and theyadded a more 
ambitious goal of limiting 
the increase to 1.5 C (2.7F). 
But U.S. President Donald 
Trump subsequently an¬ 
nounced that he was with¬ 
drawing the U.S. from the 
agreement, which he said 
benefited other nations at 
the expense of American 
businessesand taxpayers. 
Trump called global warm¬ 
ing as a "hoax" before be¬ 
coming president. He has 
since said he's "not denying 
climate change" but is not 
convinced it's manmade or 


permanent. 

New York protester Pearl 
Seidman, 13, hoped the 
demonstration would tell 
the Trump administration 
'that if they can't be adults, 
we're going to be adults 
Because someone needs 
to do it." At least one Trump 
supporter waved a large 
'Trump 2020" flag as the 
demonstrators marched in 
Manhattan. 

In Florida, high school stu¬ 
dents shouted "Miami is un¬ 
derattack" in Miami Beach, 
where some worried about 
losing their homes to rising 
water. On the West Coast, 
student-led protestsdrew in 
some Google and Amazon 
employees. 

Amazon, which ships more 
than 10 billion items a year, 
vowed Thursday to cut 
its use of fossil fuels, and 
Google CEO SundarPichai 
told the Financial Times in 
a story published Friday 
that eliminating the com¬ 
pany's carbon emissions 
by 2030 didn't seem "un¬ 
reasonable." Friday's dem¬ 
onstrations started in Aus¬ 
tralia, where organizers es¬ 
timated 300,000 protesters 
marched in 110 towns and 
cities, including Sydney 
and the national capital, 
Canberra. Demonstrators 
called for their country, the 
world's largest exporter of 
coal and liquid natural gas, 
to take more drastic action 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Acting Prime Minister Mi¬ 
chael McCormack— filling 
in while Prime MinisterScott 
Morrison wason a state visit 
to the United States — said 
Australia was already tak¬ 
ing action to cut emissions 
McCormack called the cli¬ 
mate rallies " a disruption" 
thatshould have been held 
on a weekend to avoid in¬ 


conveniences 
Many middle schools in 
largely coal-reliant Poland 
gave students the day off 
so they could participate 
in the ra Hies in Wa rsa w a nd 
other cities, and President 
Andrzej Duda joined school 
students picking up trash 
in a forest. German police 
said more than 100,000 
people gathered in front 
of Berlin's landmark Bran¬ 
denburg Gate, nearwhere 
ChancellorAngela Merkel's 
Cabinet thrashed out the 
final details of a 54 billion 
euro ($60 billion) plan to 
curb Germany's green¬ 
house gasemissions. 
Thousands of schoolchil¬ 
dren and their adult sup¬ 
porters demonstrated in 
London outside the British 
Parliament. The British gov¬ 
ernment said it endorsed 
the protesters' message but 
didn't condone skipping 
school — a stance that 
didn't sit well with some of 
the young protesters. 

"If politicians were taking 
the appropriate action we 
need and had been taking 
this action a long time ago 
when it was recognized 
the world was changing 
in a negative way, then I 


would not have to be skip¬ 
ping school," said Jessica 
Ahmed, a 16-year-old Lon¬ 
don student. 

In Helsinki, the Finnish capi¬ 
ta I, a ma n d ressed a s Sa nta 
Claus stood outside parlia¬ 
ment holding a sign: "My 
house ison fire, my reindeer 
can't swim." 

Smaller protests took place 
in Asia, including in Japan, 
South Korea, the Philip¬ 
pines, Hong Kong and In¬ 
dia. In the Afghan capital, 
Kabul, an armored person¬ 
nel carrierwasdeployed to 
protect about 100 young 
people as they marched, 
led by a group of several 
young women carrying a 
banner emblazoned with 
"Fridaysfor Future." 

'We know war can kill a 
group of people," said Far- 
deen Barakzai, one of the 
organizers. 'The problem in 
Afghanistan is our leaders 
are fighting for power, but 
the real power is in nature." 
In South America, scores 
of demonstrators gathered 
outside the Rio de Janeiro 
state legislature in Brazil, 
where a recent increase 
in fires in the Amazon re¬ 
gion stirred an international 
outcry.Q 
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Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Kevin McAleenan ex¬ 
changes folders with El Salvador Foreign Affairs Minister Alexan¬ 
dra Hill after signing an agreement during news conference at 
the U.St Customs and Border ftotection headquarters in Wash¬ 
ington, Friday, Sept 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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U.&, B Salvador sign asylum 
deal, details to be worked out 


By COLLEEN LONG and AS- 
TRID GALVAN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Unit¬ 
ed States on Friday signed 
an agreement that paves 
the way forthe U.S. to send 
many asylum-seekers to 
one of the world's most vio¬ 
lent countries, El Salvador. 
But both countries must first 
take necessary legal ac¬ 
tions and implement major 
border security and asylum 
procedures before it would 
go into effect, accord¬ 
ing to a draft copy of the 
agreement obtained by 
The Associated Press. 

The deal is the latest am¬ 
bitious step taken by the 
Trump administration to 
lean on other nations — 
many of them notoriously 
violent — to take in immi¬ 
grants to stop the flow of 
migrants to the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 

U.S. immigration officials 
also are forcing more than 
42,000 people to remain in 
Mexico as their cases play 
out and have changed 
policy to deny asylum to 
anyone who transited 
through a third country en 
route to the southern bor¬ 
der of the U.S. 

Curbing immigration is a 
signature political issue for 
Trump and one that thrills 
his supporters. 

But the U.S. is also manag¬ 
ing a crush of migrants at 
the borderthathasstrained 
the system. 

Acting Homeland Security 
Secretary Kevin McAleen¬ 
an and El Salva dor's foreign 
minister, Alexandra HillTino- 
co, signed the "coopera¬ 
tive asylum agreement" in 
a live-streamed press con¬ 
ference on Friday. 

They lauded the two coun- 
triesforworking togetherto 
stem migration to the U.S. 
but provided few details 
a bout the agreement. 
Condemnation from mi¬ 
grant and refugee advo- 
cateswasswift. 

"Where will they declare a 
haven for asylum seekers 
next? Syria? North Korea? 
This is cynical and absurd. 
El Salvador is in no way 
safe for asylum seekers," 
said Refugees International 


President Eric Schwartz. 
Meghan Lopez, country 
director for El Salvador at 
the International Rescue 
Committee, said the U.S. 
government is "attempting 
once more to turn its back 
on extremely vulnerable 
people." 

"El Salvador is not safe for 
many of its own nationals 
and is struggling to meet 
their needs, which is why 
many seek asylum in the 
United States. It is unrealis¬ 
tic to expect El Salvadorto 
be able to offer protection 
to asylum-seekers fleeing 
conditions comparable to 
those in El Salvador." 

El Salvadorans are exclud¬ 
ed from the agreement, 
according to the draft. 
McAleenan, who called 
the agreement "a big step 
forward," and Hill Tinoco 
discussed U.S. assistance 
in making El Salvador a 
safer and more prosper¬ 
ous place for its citizens Hill 
"flnoco talked about end¬ 
ing gang violence. 

"I mean, those individuals 
threaten people, those in¬ 
dividuals kill people, those 
individuals request for the 
poorest and most vulner¬ 
able population to pay 
just to c ross the street," she 
said, adding that hercoun- 
try needs more investment 
from the U.S. and other na¬ 
tions. 

The agreement, first report¬ 
ed by The Associated Press, 
could lead to migrantsfrom 
third countries obtaining 
refuge in El Salvador if they 
pass through that country 
on their way to the U.S., Hill 
Tinoco said in an interview 
with the AP. 

But she said most migrants 
who travel north don't pass 
through El Salvador, which 
is on the western edge of 
Central America and is 
much smaller geographi¬ 
cally than its neighbor to 
the east, Honduras. 

She told The AP the details 
would need to be ham¬ 
mered out, including bor¬ 
der security, asylum pro¬ 
cedures and potential aid 
from the U.S. She said the 
agreement is a starting 
point, and they expected 
negotiations on possible 


aid to continue. 

"It has to be a real part¬ 
nership," she said, which 
means the U.S. would have 
to give something. 

The country's new presi¬ 
dent, Nayib Bukele, has 
made clear he wishes to 
be an ally to the U.S., Hill 
Tinoco said. 

"Itisa complete 180 in terms 
offoreign policy,"she said. 
McAleenan said the 
agreement advanced El 
Salvador's commitment 
to developing an asylum 
framework, with help from 
the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees 

'This will build on the good 
work we have accom¬ 
plished already with El Sal¬ 
vador's neighbor, Guate¬ 
mala, in building protection 
capacity to tryto furtherour 
efforts to provide opportu¬ 
nities to seek protection for 
political, racial, religious or 
social group persecution as 
close as possible to the ori¬ 
gin of individuals that need 
it,"he said. 

Guatemala officials a re still 
working on how to imple¬ 
ment a "safe third country" 
agreement with the U.S. 
signed earlierthissummer. 
The arrangement with 
El Salvador was not de¬ 
scribed as a safe third 
country agreement, under 
which nations agree that 
their respective countries 
are safe enough and have 
robust enough asylum sys¬ 
tems, so that if migrants 
transit through one of the 
countries they must remain 
there instead of moving on 
to anothercountry. 

The U.S. officially has only 
one such agreement in 
place, with Canada. 

The Trump administration 
this year threatened to 
withhold all federal assis¬ 
tance to El Salvador, Gua¬ 
temala and Honduras un¬ 
less they did more to end 
the migrant crisis. 

The move was met by stiff 
resistance in Congress as 
experts had said the cuts 
would likely only exacer¬ 
bate the number of mi¬ 
grants seeking to make the 
hazardous journey to the 
U.S. because of a further 
lack of resources^ 
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Reveleisreac h gates of Area 51 then peacefully rejoin party 



A man in an alien mask stands at an entrance to the Nevada 
Test and Training Range nearAtea 51 Riday, Sept 20,2019, out¬ 
side of Rachel, Nev. 

Associated Press 


By KEN RITTER 
Associated FYess 
HIKO, Nev. (AP) — Thou¬ 
sands of curious Earthlings 
from around the globe 
traveled to festivals, and 
several hundred made 
forays toward the secret 
Area 51 military base in the 
Nevada desert on Friday, 
drawn by an internet buzz 
and a social media craze 
sparked by a summertime 
Facebook post inviting 
people to "Storm Area 51." 
'They can't stop all of us," 
the post joked. "Lets see 
them aliens" 

In the end — at the ap¬ 
pointed hourof 3a.m. Sept. 
20 — about 75 to 100 peo¬ 
ple braved chilly darkness 
and a bumpy, dusty 8-mile 
(13-kilometer) drive to the 
Rachel gate of the legend¬ 
ary former top-secret U.S. 
Air Force base. Another 40 
traveled about 20 miles(32 
kilometers) a more rugged 
washboard-dirt road to a 
different gate. 

The sheriff in neighboring 
Nye County reported that 
about 40 people gathered 
overnight at a conspicu¬ 
ously green "Area 51 Alien 
Center" in Amangosa Val¬ 


ley about 3 a.m. and ap¬ 
proached a base gate be¬ 
fore leaving after "heated 
warnings"from officers 
No one found UFOs or 
space aliens, Lincoln Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff Kerry Lee said. 
They did find they weren't 
alone, amid bright flood¬ 
lights, watchful cameras 
and who-knows-what in 
a squat tan bunker build¬ 
ing with blackout windows 
— all surrounded by razor 
wire. 

Polite and patient local 
sheriff's deputies ushered 
one woman away when 
she stepped too far for¬ 
ward. They arrested a man 
from Canada who urinated 
near the gate and cited 
him for indecent exposure, 
Lee said. The woman was 
released with a warning. 
"We intend to keep those 
officers there throughout 
the event," Lee told re¬ 
porters Friday. 'You know: 
Come. Look. See what 
you can see. But just don't 
cross." 

As he spoke, a trickle of 
vehicles grew to a stream 
on a two-lane state road 
dubbed the Extraterrestrial 
Highway toward Rachel, a 


town of 50 residents now 
hosting more than 2,000 
"Alienstock" campers and 
alien-seekers. 

Another event started in 
Hiko, a crossroads town a 
45-minute drive closer to 
LasVegas. 

Meanwhile, Matty Rob¬ 
erts, a 20-year-old from 
Bakersfield, California, who 
sparked the Area 51 phe¬ 
nomenon with a late-night 
Facebook post and then 
broke with Little A'Le'Inn 
owner Connie West over 
production of the Rachel 
event, hosted a Thursday 


evening event at an out¬ 
door venue in downtown 
Las Vegas also using the 
"Alienstock" name. 

"Itstarted asa joke and now 
people are getting to know 
each other," said Tracy 
Ferguson, 23, of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, who said the 
internet gave him the idea 
to drive to Nevada with his 
girlfriend, J ade Gore, 19, of 
Worthington, Minnesota. 
Gore quit her job at a Dairy 
Queen and dyed her hair 
and eyebrows green. They 
drove through Wyoming, 
Utah and into Nevada with 


"Area 51 bound" and 'Co- 
min 4 Dem Alien Cheeks" 
in green paint on their car 
windows. 

"People were taking pic¬ 
tures and laughing the 
whole way,"Gore said. 

By noon they'd visited the 
Uttle A'Le'Inn in Rachel, the 
Alien Research Center in 
Hiko and the Rachel gate 
to Area 51. By Saturday, 
they'll be in Las Vegas, a 
more than two-hour drive 
away. 

"Area 51 Basecamp"in Hiko 
was set to feature music, 
speakers and movies — 
headlined by an eletronic 
dance music DJ who tours 
the world and attracts 
packed clubs on the Las 
VegasStrip. 

Alien Research Center 
owner George Harris said 
he expected a crowd of 
5,000. 

Michael Ian Borer, a Univer¬ 
sity of Nevada, LasVegas, 
sociologist who researches 
pop culture and paranor¬ 
mal activity, called the fes¬ 
tivities a blend of interest 
in aliens, the supernatural, 
government conspiracies 
and the desire to know 
what is unknown.Q 


'What is that; man?' Navy confimns videos of flying objects 



In this undated image made fiom video fiom a U.S. Navy air- 
c raft and released by The Stars Academy of Arts & Science, an 
unidentified object moves nearthe plane in the air. 

Associated Press 


By BEN FINLEY 
Associated ness 
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — In 

one of the videos, a small 
object streaks across the 
sky before the U.S. Navy 
fighter jet's tree king system 
locks on and follows it. 
'Whoa. Got it," the pi¬ 
lot yells, laughing as the 
dot moves on his screen. 
■Woohoo!" 

Another pilot asks: 'Wow. 
What is that, man?" 

The Navy isn't offering an 
explanation — at least not 
publicly — forexactly what 
that object was. But the 
service is confirming the 
authenticity of that video 
and two others taken from 
its planes in 2004 and 2015. 
The release of the videos, 
which have been circulat¬ 
ing online and in news re¬ 
ports, was not authorized, 
Na vy offic ia Is sa id. But the 
footage has prompted the 
Navy to publicly discuss 
an ongoing investigation 


into sightings by its pilots 
of what it describesas "un¬ 
identified aerial phenome¬ 
na "or UAPs in U.S. airspace 
on both coasts 
'We are not going to try to 
characterize anything that 
may have been seen out 
there," Navy Spokesman 
J oseph Gradishersaid. "But 
the number of sightings 
has increased since about 
2014 when the advent of 
new technologies such as 
drones and quadcopters 
have come into being." 
Meanwhile, lawmakers a re 
calling for more informa¬ 
tion on the so-called UAPs, 
saying some oftheirmove¬ 
ments seem to challenge 
the laws of physics. 

"Based on pilot accounts, 
encounters with these 
UAPs often involved com¬ 
plex flight patterns and 
advanced maneuvering, 
which demand extreme 
advances in quantum me¬ 
chanics, nuclear science. 


electromagnetics and 
thermodynamics," North 
Carolina Congressman 
Mark Walker wrote in a let¬ 
ter to Navy Secretary Rich¬ 
ard Spencerin J uly. 

"If the accounts are true, 
the unidentified crafts 
could pose a serious se¬ 
curity risk to our military 
personnel and defense 
apparatus," wrote Walker, 
a Republican on the U.S. 
House's Homeland Security 
Committee. 'They could 
also represent a tremen¬ 
dous opportunity for ad¬ 
vancements in science in 
technology that can con¬ 
tribute to the public good." 
The Navy is updating its 
guidelines to encourage 
pilots to more thorough¬ 
ly report what they see, 
Gradishersaid. And Navy 
investigators have been 
traveling to bases such as 
Naval Air Station Oceana 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
where squadronsof F/A-18 


Super Hornets are based, 
to talk to aviators. 

'We need reports and 
data and things we can 
analyze, and that's where 
our aviators come into 
play," Gradisher said. 'We 
need them to participate. 
In years past they didn't 
necessarily do that be¬ 
cause there was a stigma 


to reporting on something 
being unidentified." 
Gradishersaid the issue, ul¬ 
timately, is the safety and 
security of the Navy's op¬ 
erations. 

'Our aviators train as they 
fight," he said. "And we 
don't like the idea of some¬ 
one or something observ¬ 
ing how we train.'O 
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G ulf C oast seafood 
biz slammed by 
freshwater from floods 



In this May 20,2010 file photo, a shrimp boatcanying oil collection booms anc hois tor the night in 
Gulf of Mexico off the Mississippi Riverdelta south of Venice, La. 

Associated Press 


ByJ ANETMcCONNAUGHEY 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Fresh 
water from Midwestern 
floods has killed oysters 
along the coasts of three 
states and cost Mississippi 
half of its blue crabs 
Water that came through 
a Louisiana spillway killed 
95% of the oysters in Missis 
sip pi's share of the Mississip¬ 
pi Sound and fed toxic al¬ 
gae bloomsthatclosed the 
state's beaches, said Joe 
Spraggins, executive di¬ 
rector of the state Depart¬ 
ment of Marine Resources 
Seafood and tourism busi¬ 
nesses from baitshopsand 
seafood processors to res 
taurants and hotels, have 
lost $120 million to $150 mil¬ 
lion, he said Friday. 

The governors of Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama 
asked months ago forU.S. 


Commerce Secretary Wil¬ 
bur Rossto declare a fisher¬ 
ies disaster, a designation 
needed to secure federal 
grants for those whose live¬ 
lihoods were affected in 
the Gulf region's vital sea¬ 
food industry. 

Alabama canceled itsoys- 
terseason. 

It will be months before all 
the figures are in and the 
analysis completed to tell 
which Louisiana fisheries 
qualify, said Patrick Banks, 
assistant secretary for fish¬ 
eries in the Louisiana De¬ 
partment of Wildlife and 
Fisheries. 

Floodwatens from the Mid¬ 
west and rains elsewhere 
poured down the Mississip¬ 
pi and into the Ate ha fa la- 
ya River. They wound up in 
the Gulf of Mexico — both 
through the rivers and via 
the huge, normally brack¬ 


ish lake that borders New 
Orleans, because a major 
spillway was opened twice 
fora total of more than four 
months to protect New Or¬ 
leans' levees 


A full 12 months' data is 
needed to compare losses 
to averages for the previ¬ 
ous five years, with a 35% 
loss qualifying a fishery as 
a disaster. 'We're analyzing 


every fishery, every portion 
of the state, every species 
... It's going to take some 
time to put a II that informa- 
tion together," Banks said 
recentlyO 


Rule would bargrad assistant unionizing at private schools 



In this April 25, 2017 file photo, Yale Uhiveisity graduate assis¬ 
tants, belonging to Local 33 Unite Here International Union, and 
their supporters match toward Yale Resident Peter Salovey's 
House, during a demonstration calling for the university to start 
negotiating a contract with the union in New Haven, Conn. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAELMEUA 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 

In a blow to a unioniza¬ 
tion movement sweeping 
private universities, the 
National Labor Relations 
Board on Friday proposed 
a new rule that would strip 
graduate teaching assis¬ 
tants at those schools of 
the right to collective bar¬ 


gaining. 

The proposal would reverse 
a 2016 ruling by the labor 
board that graduate stu¬ 
dents at private schools 
are employees — and not 
merely students That guid¬ 
ance opened the door to 
union elections at more 
than a dozen schools 
around the country. 
Student organizers and 


union leaders vowed to 
challenge the rule and 
continue organization ef¬ 
forts. 

'Graduate workers deserve 
respect for the work they 
do and the right to join a 
union, just like any other 
employee,"said RandiWe- 
ingarten, president of the 
American Federation of 
Teachers. "President Trump 
doesn't agree — and he's 
written a new federal rule 
to try to stop them in their 
tracks" 

The NLRB's position on 
whetherstudentsat private 
schools have the right to 
unionize hasshifted. In 2004, 
during the presidency of 
George W. Bush, a Repub¬ 
lican, the board ruled that 
graduate student instruc¬ 
tors a re not employees. The 
board reversed itself in 2016 
under President Barack 
Obama, a Democrat. 

'This rulemaking is intended 
to obtain maximum input 
on this issue from the pub¬ 
lic, and then to bring sta¬ 
bility to this important area 
of federal labor law," said 
NLRB Chairman J ohn Ring, 
who was nominated by 


President Donald Trump. 

At public universities, unions 
have represented teach¬ 
ing and research assistants 
fordecades. 

The first graduate union at 
a private school wasestab- 
lished at NYU, which volun¬ 
tarily recognized the union, 
and since the 2016 ruling, 
four others have reached 
contracts with graduate 
student unions: American 
University, Brandeis Univer¬ 
sity, The New School and 
Tufts University. There are 
also four private universi¬ 
ties that are engaged in 
collective bargaining with 
graduate unions for a first 
contract: Harvard, Colum¬ 
bia, Brown and George¬ 
town, according to William 
Herbert, director of the Na¬ 
tional Center for the Study 
of Collective Bargaining in 
Higher Education and the 
Professions at Hunter Col¬ 
lege. 

If the rule change is ad¬ 
opted, it would not prevent 
private schools from volun¬ 
tarily recognizing unions, 
and graduate assistants 
could also start asserting 
their right to collective bar¬ 


gaining understate consti¬ 
tutions that cover private 
institutions, Herbert said. 
Universities have generally 
argued that even though 
graduate teaching as¬ 
sistants are paid, treating 
them like employeeswould 
disrupt the mentoring rela¬ 
tionship between budding 
scholars and the professors 
supervising their academic 
pursuitsand research. 
Graduate teaching assis¬ 
tants involved in unioniza¬ 
tion campaigns say collec¬ 
tive bargaining is important 
for them to secure better 
wages, benefits and a 
voice in decisions made by 
university administrators. 
Rithika Ramamurthy, a 
doctoral candidate in Eng¬ 
lish at Brown University, said 
she and others will press 
private universities to honor 
theirdesire forunion recog¬ 
nition, with or without the 
NLRB. 

'Our work is work," Rama¬ 
murthy said. 'We stand in 
solidarity with all graduate 
workers who wish to have 
a collective voice, and we 
stand againstthisproposed 
rule.'O 
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23 slates sue Trump to keep 
California's auto emission rules 



This photo released by the Garfield County Sheriff’s Office shows 
a tour bus that was carrying Chinese-speaking tourists after it 
crashed near Bryce Canyon National Park in southern Utah, kill¬ 
ing at least four people and critically injuring up to 15 others, 
Friday, Sept 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Bus with C hinese- 
speaking tourists 
crashes in Utah 



In this Sept 18,2019 file photo California Attorney General Xavi¬ 
er Becetra, right flanked by Gov. Gavin Newsom, discusses the 
Tiump administration's pledge to revoke California's authority to 
set vehicle emissions standards that are different than the fed¬ 
eral standards, during a news conference in Sacramento, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Associated ness 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A 

bus carrying Chinese¬ 
speaking tourists crashed 
as it headed to a national 
park in southern Utah, kill¬ 
ing four people and criti¬ 
cally injuring up to 15 oth¬ 
ers, authorities said Friday. 
The morning wreck near 
Bryce Canyon National 
Park, known for its distinc¬ 
tive landscape of narrow 
red rock spires, left 12 to 15 
people with critical injuries 
and 10 more with minor 
to serious injuries, the Utah 
Highway Patrol tweeted. 
The tourbuswith 30 people 
aboard crashed near a 
highway rest stop about 7 
miles (11 kilometers) from 
the park entrance. It's not 
yet clear what caused the 
wreck. 

Photos show the top of a 


white bus smashed in and 
one side peeling away as 
the vehicle rests mostly off 
the side of a road near a 
sign for restrooms Authori¬ 
ties were tending to peo¬ 
ple on the road, and others 
stood around covered in 
shiny blankets, the photos 
show. 

Highway Patrol CpI. Chris 
Bishop said injured victims 
were sentto three hospitals 
One of them, Intermoun¬ 
tain Garfield Memorial Hos¬ 
pital, said it received 17 
patientsBryce Canyon has 
the world's largest concen¬ 
tration of irregular columns 
of rock, called hoodoos, 
according to the National 
Park Service website. The 
park, about 300 miles (480 
kilometers) south of Salt 
Lake City, draws more than 
2 million visitors a yearO 


By ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— California sued Friday 
to stop the Trump admin¬ 
istration from revoking its 
authority to set green¬ 
house gas emission and 
fuel economy standards 
forcarsand trucks, enlisting 
help from 22 other states in 
a battle that will shape a 
key component of the na¬ 
tion's climate policy. 

Federal law sets standards 
for how much pollution can 
come from cars and trucks. 
But since the 1970s, Califor¬ 
nia has been permitted to 
set tougher rules because 
it has the most cars and 
struggles to meet air qual¬ 
ity standards. On Thursday, 
the National Highway Traf¬ 
fic Safety Administration 
withdrew California's waiv¬ 
er. 

The NFTT5A action does not 
take effect for 60 days, but 
state leaders did not wait 
to file a lawsuit. Democratic 
Gov. Gavin Newsom, who 
has clashed with President 
Donald Trump on several 
fronts, vowed the state "will 
hold the line in court to de¬ 
fend our children's health, 
save consumers money at 
the pump and protect our 
environment." 

The Trump administration's 
decision does not just af¬ 
fect California. Thirteen 
otherstates, plusthe District 
of Columbia, have adopt¬ 
ed California's standards. 

A spokesman for the Na¬ 
tional Highway Traffic Safe¬ 
ty Administration declined 
to comment on the lawsuit. 
But Thursday, Transporta¬ 


tion Secretary Elaine Chao 
said the rules "were making 
cars more expensive and 
impeding safety because 
consumers were being 
priced out of newer, safer 
vehic les." 

'We will not let political 
agendas in a single state 
be forced upon the other 
49,"Chao said. 

The National Highway Traf¬ 
fic Safety Administration 
said its authority to set na¬ 
tionwide fuel economy 
standards pre-empts state 
and local programs. 
California Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Xavier Becerra cited 
a 2007 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision that rejected the 
NHT5A's argument that 
greenhouse gas emission 
standardsunderthe Clean 
Air Act interfered with its 
ability to set fuel economy 
standards. 

'The Ova I Office is really not 
a placeforon-the-jobtrain¬ 


ing. President Trump should 
have at least read the in¬ 
struction manual he inher¬ 
ited when he assumed the 
Presidency, in particular 
the chapter on respecting 
the Rule of Law," Becerra 
said in a statement. 

Federal regulators said the 
regulation would not im¬ 
pact California's programs 
to address "harmful smog¬ 
forming vehicle emissions." 

J oining California in the law¬ 
suit are attorneys general 
from Colorado, Connecti¬ 
cut, Delaware, Hawaii, Il¬ 
linois, Maine, Massachu¬ 
setts, Maryland, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, North Carolina, Or¬ 
egon, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington and Wisconsin. 
The cities of New York and 
Los Angeles and the District 
of Columbia also joined the 
lawsuitO 
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Atleastthey're talking: EU, UK push on with Brexit meets 



Britain's Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay, second left sits along with his team during a meeting 
with European Uhion chief Brexit negotiator Michel Bamier, second right at the European Com¬ 
mission headquarters in Brussels, Riday, Sept 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
LORNECOOK 
LONDON (AP) — British and 
European Union negotia¬ 
tors agreed Friday to press 
on with talks in search of 
an elusive Brexit deal, as 
Ireland's deputy leader 
warned that the two sides 
remain fa ra part despite an 
improvement in the "mood 
music." 

After weeks spent de¬ 
manding that Britain pro¬ 
vide concrete proposals for 
ending the deadlock, the 
European Commission said 
that technical meetings 
are focusing on "a first set 
of concepts, principlesand 
ideas that the United King¬ 
dom has put forward." 

The announcement came 
after talks in Brussels be¬ 
tween Britain's Brexit Secre¬ 
tary, Stephen Barclay, and 
EU chief negotiator Michel 
Bamier, as the U.K. and the 
EU struggle to strike a last- 
minute deal before Britain's 
scheduled departure date 
of Oct. 31. 

Barclay wasupbeat, saying 


the meeting had overrun — 
a sign of progress 
'There's a common pur¬ 
pose both in Dublin, in Lon¬ 
don and here in Brussels to 
see a dealoverthe line,"he 


said. "We were getting into 
the detail." 

Barclay said the two sides' 
technical teams would 
meet next week, and Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson was 


due to meet EU Council 
President Donald Tusk at 
the U.N. General Assembly 
in New York. 

But the commission cau¬ 
tioned that "it is essential 


that there is a fully work¬ 
able and legally opera¬ 
tional solution" included in 
the legally binding Brexit 
divorce agreement. 

After months of stalemate, 
and with less than six weeks 
to go until Brexit is due, 
the two sides are sound¬ 
ing slightly more optimis¬ 
tic. Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker told 
Sky News on Thursday that 
"we can have a deal," 
though he wouldn't say 
whether the odds of get¬ 
ting an agreement were 
better than 50-50. 

Irish Deputy Prime Minister 
Simon Coveney told the 
BBC on Friday that there 
were still "serious problems" 
over how to handle the Irish 
border issue once Britain 
leaves the EU. 

He said Johnson had con¬ 
vinced Irish leaders he is se¬ 
rious about seeking a new 
deal, but had not provided 
realistic alternatives to the 
"backstop," a contentious 
measure for maintaining an 
open Irish border.Q 


Zimbabwe doctor is found alive afteralleged abduction 



2imbabewean medical stafF march on the streets of Harare, Thursday, Sept 19,2019. 

Associated Press 


By FARAI MUT5AKA 
Associated Press 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) 

— A Zimbabwean doc¬ 
tor whose alleged abduc¬ 
tion led to days of protests 
has been freed, activists 
announced on Friday, as 
the government asserted 
he had simply been miss¬ 
ing. The disappearance 
had raised fresh concerns 
about dozens of abduc¬ 
tions of government critics 
this year a lone. 

The president of the Zimba¬ 
bwe Hospital Doctors Asso¬ 
ciation, Peter Magombeyi, 
was released overnight 
into the custody of his law¬ 
yers, the Zimba bwe Huma n 
Rights NGO Forum said. A 
police statement said he 
had "been found by po¬ 
lice." There were no imme¬ 
diate details of his condi¬ 
tion, and Magombeyi was 
being treated at a hospital 
in the capital, Harare. The 
government's information 
ministry said police efforts 
to debrief him were not 
working "as he prefers not 
to speak to the authorities." 


More than 50 government 
critics and activists have 
been abducted in Zim¬ 
babwe this year, at times 
tortured and warned by 
suspected state security 
agents to back off from 
anti-govemment actions. 


One woman wasforced to 
drink raw sewage, Human 
Rig hts Watc h ha s sa id. 
Magombeyi's case led to 
expressions of concern 
from diplomats and oth¬ 
ers as some in Zimbabwe 
openly worried that the 


government of President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa 
is becoming more repres¬ 
sive than that of longtime 
leader Robert Mugabe, 
who died eariierthismonth. 
Mugabe was accused of 
using abductions to silence 


critics, and some have nev- 
erbeen found. 

"We are relieved Dr. Peter 
Magombeyi was released 
and wish him a speedy re¬ 
covery from this ordeal," 
the U.S. Embassy said on 
Twitter. "All abductions 
must stop." 

He was seized Saturday af¬ 
ter calling for a pay strike 
as Zimbabwe's health care 
system collapsesalong with 
the southern African na- 
tion'seconomy. Thisweeka 
growing number of health 
workers said they would 
not return to work until he 
was found, bringing many 
health care effortsto a halt. 
Many health workers say 
they can no longer afford 
even the commute to work 
as their salaries are some 
$100 or less a month. 

Some Zimbabwean officiaIs 
have blamed a 'third force" 
linked to Mugabe for the 
recent abductions, assert¬ 
ing that they are bid to tar¬ 
nish the president's image 
abroad and hurt effortsto 
have sanctions imposed by 
the West removed.□ 
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lens of thousands join climate protests before UN summit 



A giri holds a sign during a piotestatthe Old lown Square in Prague, Czech Republic, Riday, Sept 
20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Tens of thousands of pro¬ 
testers joined rallies on Fri- 
dayasa day of worldwide 
demonstrations calling 
for action against climate 
change began ahead of a 
U.N. summit in New York. 
Some of the first rallies in 
what is being billed as a 
"global climate strike" were 
held in Australia's largest 
city, Sydney, and the na¬ 
tional capital, Canberra. 
Australian demonstra¬ 
tors called for their nation, 
which is the world's largest 
exporter of coal and liquid 
natural gas, to take more 
drastic action to reduce 
greenhouse gasemissions 
Organizers estimate more 
than 300,000 protesters 
took to Australian streets 
in what would be the larg¬ 
est demonstrations in the 
country since the Iraq War 
began in 2003. 

Similar rallies were planned 
Friday in cities around the 
globe. In the United States 
more than 800 events we re 
planned, while in Germany 
more than 400 rallies were 
expected. 

In New Delhi, one of the 
world's most polluted cities, 
dozens of students and en¬ 
vironmental activists chant¬ 
ed 'We want climate ac¬ 
tion" and "I want to breathe 
clean" at a rally outside the 
Ministry of Housing and Ur¬ 
ban Affairs. 

They carried banners with 
some displaying messages 
like 'There is no Earth B." 
Hundreds of people 
marched in Thailand's cap¬ 
ita I and staged a "die-in" 
outside the Ministry of Nat¬ 
ural Resources to demand 
the government declare a 
climate emergency, ban 
coal energy by 2025 and 
completely replace fossil 
fuel energy with renewable 
energy by 2040. 

In Hong Kong, where near¬ 
daily protests all summer 
have demanded greater 


democracy, about 50 
people found a different 
reason to demonstrate: cli¬ 
mate change. 

Carrying bannersand post¬ 
ers, they chanted 'Stop the 
pollution" as they marched 
along the harbor front un- 
dera blazing sun. 

The protests are partly in¬ 
spired by the activism of 
Swedish teenager Greta 
Thunberg, who has staged 
weekly demonstrations un- 
derthe heading "Fridaysfor 
Future" over the past year, 
calling on world leaders to 
step up their efforts against 
climate change. Many who 
have followed herlead are 
students, but the move¬ 
ment has since spread to 
civil society groups 
Similar coordinated pro¬ 
tests in March drew crowds 
around the world. 

Protests were staged in 110 
townsand citiesa cross Aus¬ 
tralia on Friday, with orga¬ 
nizers demanding govern¬ 
ment and business commit 
to a target of net zero car¬ 
bon emissions by 2030. 
Australian universities said 
they would not penalize 
students for attending Fri¬ 


day's rallies, while Austra¬ 
lian schools varied on what 
action, if any, they would 
take against children who 
skipped classes to attend 
demonstrations. 


Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — France'spresi- 
d e nt sa ys Pa ris "is fu lly c o m- 
mitted" to implementing 
the decisions taken during 
a conference last year to 
help Lebanon improve its 
economy. 

Emmanuel Macron made 
his comments Friday while 
receiving Lebanese Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri, who is 
on an official visit to Paris 
seeking support as dept- 
ridden Lebanon deals with 
an ongoing economic cri¬ 
sis. 

Lebanon has been slowly 
enacting certain reforms 
in orderto meet conditions 
forthe release of $11 billion 
in loans and grants made 
by international donors in 


Siobhan Sutton, a 15-year- 
old student at Perth Mod¬ 
em School, said she would 
fail a math exam by at¬ 
tending a protest in the 
west coast c ity of Perth. 


Pa ris in April 2018. 

Macron said the money 
has been mobilized and 
that "we have reached 


"I have basically been told 
that because it is not a 
valid reason to be missing 
school — it is not a medical 
reason oranything — I am 
going to get a zero on the 
test if I don't actually sit it," 
she sa id. 

"Even though we ourselves 
aren't sick, the planet 
which we live on is, and we 
are protesting and fighting 
for it," she added. 

Siobhan said her math 
teacher had given her the 
option to sit the exam be¬ 
fore Friday, but she was un¬ 
able to do so because of 
hercommitmentsasone of 
the protest organizers. 
Acting Prime Minister Mi¬ 
chael McCormack said stu¬ 
dents should be in school. 
"These sorts of ra Hies should 
be held on a weekend 
where it doesn't actually 
disrupt business, it doesn't 
disrupt schools, it doesn't 
disrupt universities," Mc¬ 
Cormack told reporters in 
Melboume.Q 


an agreement with the 
Lebanese government for 
them to be implemented 
quickly.'O 


French president says committed to 
helping Lebanon's economy 





ft * 



French Resident Emmanuel Macron, right; and Lebanese Rime 
Minister Saad Hariri answer reporters in the garden of the Elysee 
Palace, Friday, Sept 20, 2019 in Paris. 

Associated Ress 
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Iraq's stability on the line as US, Iran tensions soar 



In this Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019 photo, a billboard depicting Shiite spiritual leadeisand volun¬ 
teer fighteis from the Iran-backed Popular Mobilization Forces who were killed in Iraq fighting 
Islamic Slate militants, is displayed in Basra, Iraq. 


By QASSM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
ZEN A KARAM 
Associated ness 
BAGHDAD (AP) — As the 

United States and Israel 
escalate their push to con¬ 
tain Iranian influence in the 
Middle East, countries in 
Tehran's orbit are feeling 
the heat. 

Pro-Iranian militias across 
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq 
are being targeted, both 
with economic sanctions 
and precision airstrikes hit¬ 
ting their bases and infra¬ 
structure. Ibis is putting 
the governments that host 
them in the c rossha irs of a n 
escalating confrontation 
and raising the prospect of 
open conflict. 

Nowhere is that being 
felt more than in Iraq. It is 
wedged between Saudi 
Arabia to the south and 
Iran to the east and hosts 
thousands of U.S. troops on 
its soil. At the same time, 
powerful Shiite paramilitary 
forces linked to Iran pose 
a growing challenge to 
the authority of the central 
government. 

As the pressure mounts, 
divisions within Iraq's pro- 
Iranian factions have burst 
into the open, threatening 
to collapse a fragile gov¬ 
ernment coalition and end 
a rare reprieve from the 
violence that has plagued 
the country for years. 
"Regional challenges fac¬ 
ing Iraq will make it even 
more difficult for Adel Ab- 
del-Mahdi to bring the (mi¬ 
litias) under control," said 
Randa Slim, a senior fellow 
at the Washington-based 
Middle East Institute, refer¬ 
ring to Iraq's prime minister. 
The divisions among Iran's 
Shiite allies in Iraq have 
been spurred by a spate of 
airstrikes blamed on Israel 
that have hit weapons de¬ 
pots and bases belonging 
to the Iran-backed militias, 
known collectively as the 
Popular Mobilization Forc¬ 
es, orPMF. 

There have been at least 
nine strikes since J uly both 
inside Iraq and across the 
border in Syria, sparking 
outrage among PMF lead¬ 
ers. They blame Israel and 
by extension its U.S. ally, 
which maintains more than 
5,000 troops in Iraq. 

Israel has not confirmed its 


involvement in the attacks, 
and U.S. officials have said 
Israel was behind at least 
one strike inside Iraq. 

The attacks have fueled 
calls for a U.S. troop with¬ 
drawal by hard-line anti- 
American groups in the 
country that have strong 
ties to Iran. 

'The Americans are hos¬ 
tage here ... If war breaks 
out, they will all be hos¬ 
tages of the resistance 
factions,"said Abu Alaa al- 
Walae, secretary general 
of the Sayyed al-Shuhada 
Brigades, one of the promi¬ 
nent militia factions with 
strong tiesto Iran. He spoke 
in a televised interview this 
week. 

Such bellicose talkisdeep- 
ly embarrassing for Iraq's 
prime minister, who has 
struggled to balance his 
country'salliance with both 
the U.S., which was invited 
backbythe Baghdad gov¬ 
ernment to help fight the 
Islamic State group, and 
Iran, which is Iraq's most im¬ 
portant trading partner. As 
the crisis over Tehran's un¬ 
raveling nuclear deal with 
world powers has escalat¬ 
ed over the past months, 
that position is becoming 
increasingly untenable. 


This week, there was a 
sense of foreboding follow¬ 
ing an attack by drones 
and cruise missiles on key 
Saudi Arabian oil installa¬ 
tions. Yemen'sHouthi rebels 
claimed it was in response 
to the yearlong Saudi-led 
war there, but U.S. and 
Saudi officials said it was 
launched from the north. 
Iran and Iraq lie to the north 
of Saudi Arabia, while Ye¬ 
men is in the south. 

Iraq's government was 
quick to deny that the at¬ 
tack originated from Iraqi 
territory, a claim that was 
later said to have been 
confirmed by Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo in 
a phone call with Abdel- 
Mahdi. 

The episode, however, 
demonstrated the Iraqi 
government's tentative 
hold over the militias and 
raised questions about 
what they might do if the 
U.S. starts bombing Iran, 
for instance. Qassem So- 
leimani, head of Iran's elite 
Quds Force and the ar¬ 
chitect of its regional en¬ 
trenchment, met this week 
with Iraqi Shiite politicians 
and PMF leaders in Bagh¬ 
dad, apparently to discuss 
scenarios. 


Associated Press 

A directive issued by Iraq's 
prime minister in July inte¬ 
grating and placing Irani¬ 
an-backed militias under 
the command ofthe state's 
security apparatus forces 
by J uly 31 has so far not 
been implemented. 
Instead, PMF billboards 
reading "Death to America" 
have popped up between 
lanes of traffic in central 
Baghdad, following allega¬ 
tions of Israeli involvement 
in the series of airstrikes. 
One poster bears a pic¬ 
ture of what looks like the 
ghost of the Statue of Ub- 
erty wearing a black hood. 
"America is the reason for 
insecurity and instability in 
the region," it reads 
Meanwhile, divisions within 
the PMF's leadership have 
surfaced in public, which 
is likely to exacerbate ten¬ 
sions The head ofthe PMF, 
Falehal-Fayyadh, hastwice 
clashed with his deputy, 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, in 
the past month, including 
when he walked back a 
statement by al-Muhandis 
in which he held the U.S. 
responsible forthe spate of 
attackson PMF bases. 

The PMF is headed by al- 
Fayyadh but practically run 
by al-Muhandis, a military 


commanderwho hasbeen 
designated a terrorist by 
Washington. Both men are 
firmly in Iran's camp. Solei- 
mani met with both men 
thisweek, a seniorpolitician 
told The Associated Press. 
Earlier this month, a docu¬ 
ment attributed to al-Mu¬ 
handis was circulated in 
which he ordered the for¬ 
mation of a PMF air force 
directorate and the ap¬ 
pointment of Salah Mahdi 
Hantous, who's been on 
a U.S. sanctions list since 
2012, a sits chief. In a state¬ 
ment published on its web¬ 
site, the PMF later denied 
the report. 

The document nonethe¬ 
less angered Shiite politi¬ 
cians including the power¬ 
ful cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, 
who tweeted thata PMFair 
force would spell the end 
of the Iraqi government 
and tum Iraq into a "rogue 
state." Days later, he flew 
to Iran and held a meeting 
with Iran's supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
Iraq's top Shiite cleric, 
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis- 
tani, whose 2014 religious 
decree calling for volun¬ 
teer fighters against the Is¬ 
lamic State gave rise to the 
PMF, views these militias' 
growing political and eco¬ 
nomic influence with sus¬ 
picion and has pushed for 
Abdel-Mahdi's directive to 
be implemented. 

In surprisingly blunt com¬ 
ments, a l-Sistani's represen¬ 
tative in Beirut, Hamid al- 
Khafaf, said progress in Iraq 
hinges on bringing all arms 
understate control. 

Political analyst Hisham al- 
Hashemi said the current 
power struggle among 
Iraq's Shiite militias is be¬ 
tween PMF factions that 
support the state, and 
those whose loyalty rests 
more with Iran. 

He questioned the govern¬ 
ment's ability to impose its 
authority on PMF factions. 
Referring to the removal 
earlier this year of blast 
walls that snaked through 
the city to protect from sui¬ 
cide car bombs, he said: 
'The Iraqi government, 
which removed the con¬ 
crete blocks from around 
Baghdad, is unable to re¬ 
move the signs of 'death to 
Israel and America 
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Kiribati cuts ties with la iwan f presaging swrtch to China 



In this Sept 14, 2014, file photo, locals on a warehouse rooftop display the national flag while 
watching Ta iwa n fighter jets practice during military exercises in Chiayi, central Taiwan. 

Associated Press 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — The 

Pacific island nation of 
Kiribati cut diplomatic ties 
with Taiwan on Friday, be¬ 
coming the second coun¬ 
try to do so this week and 
strengthening Beijing's 
hand. 

Taiwan's Foreign Minister 
J oseph Wu said that Kiribati 
had officially notified his 
government of the deci¬ 
sion. 

Kiribati is expected to rec¬ 
ognize China, which has 
pledged billions of dollars 
in aid to help lure it and six 
other countries into switch¬ 
ing allegiance since 2016, 
when Taiwanese President 
Tsai Ing-wen tookoffice. 
Taiwan "deeply regretsand 
strongly condemns the Kiri¬ 
bati government's deci¬ 
sion, which disregards the 
multifaceted assistance 

and sincere friendship ex¬ 
tended byTaiwanto Kiriba¬ 
ti over the years," Wu said 
ata news conference. 
Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
commended Kiribati's 
switch, which comes four 
days after the Solomon Is¬ 
lands, once Taiwan's larg¬ 
est a lly in the So uth Pa c ific, 
severed ties in favor of Chi¬ 


na. 

'This fully testifies to the fact 
that the one-China prin¬ 
ciple meets the shared as¬ 
piration of the people and 
constitutes an irresistible 
trend of the times," he said. 
China claims sovereignty 
over self-ruled Taiwan and 
wants the island to reunite 
with the mainland. The two 
split in 1949 during a civil 
war. Beijing resents Tsai for 
rejecting its precondition 


for dialogue that both be¬ 
long to a single China. It 
has flown military aircraft 
near the island and pared 
back Taiwan-bound tour¬ 
ism to add pressure on her 
government. 

Taiwan has 15 allies left, 
compared to about 180 
countries that recognize 
China. 

'China has made the point 
that it can snatch as many 
diplomatic allies of Taiwan 


as it wishes," said Fabrizio 
Bozzato, a Taiwan Strategy 
Research Association fel¬ 
low who specializes in the 
Pa c ific. 

Taiwan looks to its allies, 
mostly small, poor coun¬ 
tries, for international legiti¬ 
macy and a voice in the 
United Nations. Taiwan left 
the United Nations in 1971 
as the international body 
recognized China. 

A total loss of allies would 


cut all formal outside rec¬ 
ognition of Taiwan's gov¬ 
ernment, formally called 
the Republic of China, and 
make it easier for Beijing to 
claim it, said Chao Chien- 
min, dean of social scienc¬ 
es at the Chinese Cultural 
University in Taipei. 

"O there ountries will call you 
a non-state and then what 
happens?" he said. "Let's 
say the People's Uberation 
Army uses non-peaceful 
means for an activity in the 
Taiwan Strait. The United 
Nations can't do anything. 
If other countries get in¬ 
volved, what legitimacy do 
they have to help Taiwan?" 
The Chinese pressure is 
scaring ordinary Taiwan¬ 
ese, he said. 

In the Solomon Islands, 
Prime Minister Manasseh 
Sogavare said in a state¬ 
ment Friday that hiscountry 
had recognized China to 
ensure stability and avoid 
uncertainty over what 
might happen if Taiwanese 
decide to unite with China. 
Wu remained defiant, say¬ 
ing that Taiwan is not a 
province of the People's 
Republic of China, the 
Communist government 
that took power in 19490 


Philippines confirms 2nd polio case afterdec taring outbreak 



Philippine Health Secretary Francisco Duque III, second from 
left administers anti-polio vaccine to a child during the launch 
of a campaign to end the resuigence of polio Fiiday, Sept 20, 
2019 atsubuiban Quezon city, northeast of Manila, Philippines. 

Associated Press 


By JIM GOMEZ 
Associated ness 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 

— Philippine health offi¬ 
cials on Friday confirmed a 
second case of polio in a 
5-year-old child a day af¬ 
ter declaring the country's 
first outbreak in nearly two 
decades, and announced 
plansfora massive immuni¬ 
zation program. 

Health Secretary Francisco 
Duque III said authorities 
confirmed the new case in 
a boy from Laguna prov¬ 
ince south of Manila after 
samples were found posi¬ 
tive forthe polio vims. 
Health officials declared a 
new outbreak Thursday af¬ 
ter confirming the disease 
in a 3-year-old girl in south¬ 
ern Lanao del Surprovince. 
They said the polio vims 
has also been detected in 
sewage in Manila and in 
waterways in the southern 
Davao region, prompting 
plans for an immunization 


drive starting next month 
that is likely to include tens 
of thousands of children 
underage 5. 

At least 95% of children 
that age need to be vacci¬ 
nated to ha It the spread of 
polio in the Philippines, ac¬ 
cording to the World Health 
Organization and the 
United Nations Children's 
Fund, which expressed 
deep concern over the 
disease's reemergence in 
the country and pledged 
to support the government 
in immunizing children and 
strengthening surveillance. 
The boy afflicted with po¬ 
lio in Laguna experienced 
the onset of paralysis late 
last month but has been 
discharged from a hospital, 
is able to walk and is be¬ 
ing closely monitored for 
residual symptoms, health 
offic ia Is sa id. 

Polio isa highly infectiousvi- 
raI disease which mainly af¬ 
flicts young children. There 


is no known cure and polio 
can only be prevented by 
immunization, according 
to WHO. 

'We continue to urge par¬ 
ents and caregivers of chil¬ 
dren below five years old, 
health workers, and local 
chief executives to take 
part in the synchronized 
polio vaccination to be 
scheduled in theircommu- 
nities,"said Duque, who ad¬ 
ministered polio vaccine to 
a child a suburban Quezon 
city. 

The government's immu¬ 
nization programs were 
marred in 2017 by a den¬ 
gue fever vaccine made 
by French dmgmaker 
Sanofi Pasteur which some 
Philippine officials linked to 
the deaths of at least three 
children. Duque and other 
Philippine health officials 
say many parents became 
scared about immuniza- 
tio ns b ut they ha ve wo rked 
to restore public trust in 


vaccinessince then. 

The government halted the 
dengue immunization drive 
after Sanofi said a study 
showed the vaccine may 
increase the risk of severe 
dengue infections. More 
than 830,000 children re¬ 
ceived the Dengvaxia vac¬ 


cine under the campaign, 
which was launched in 
2016and halted in 2017. 
Sanofi officials said the 
Dengvaxia vaccine 

was safe and would re¬ 
duce dengue infections 
if the vaccination drive 
continued.^ 
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Hurricane Lorena nears Mexico's resort-studded Los C a bos 



Men sland on a tree felled by Hurricane Humberto, on Pitts Bay Road in Hamilton, Bermuda, Thurs¬ 
day, Sept Id, 2019. 

Associated ness 


By IGNACIO MARTINEZ DE 
JESUS 

Associated Press 
CABO SAN LUCAS Mexico 
(AP) — Hurricane Lorena 
neared Mexico's resort- 
studded Los Cabos area 
Friday as owners pulled 
their boats from the wa¬ 
ter, tourists hunkered down 
in hotels, and police and 
soldiers went through low- 
lying, low-income neigh¬ 
borhoods urging people to 
evacuate. 

Lorena wasforecastto pass 
over or near the southern 
tip of the Baja California 
Peninsula Friday afternoon 
with heavy windsand soak¬ 
ing rains, and locals who 
have been through past 
hurricanes were taking no 
chances. 

"If we don't get the yacht 
out, the waves can dam¬ 
age it," said Juan Hernan¬ 
dez, who rents his craft 
to foreign visitors. It's "a 
preventative measure for 
when a cyclone threatens" 
Authorities in Los Cabos 
said 787 people have taken 
refuge at 18 storm shelters 
Local security forces urged 
local residents in low-lying 
areas to evacuate even 
as some tourists continued 
to stroll along the streets 


under cloudy skies. Others 
returned to their hotels 
The U.S. National Hurricane 
Center in Miami upgraded 
Lorena to a Category 1 
hurricane early Friday. By 
the afternoon it had maxi¬ 
mum sustained winds of 
75 mph (120 kph) and was 
about 35 miles (55 kilome¬ 
ters) away, moving toward 
Cabo San Lucas at 6 mph 
(10 kph). Forecasters pre¬ 
dicted damaging winds, 


flash flooding and life 
threatening surf along the 
peninsula. 

"We arrived on Monday 
and we hope to leave 
Sunday. ... We hope there 
aren't big problems," said 
Minerva Smith, a traveler 
from California. 

Lorena was kicking up 
heavy waves at the twin re¬ 
sorts of San J ose del Cabo 
and Cabo San Lucas 
Civil defense official Car¬ 


los God (nez said Friday an 
American tourist who went 
to the beach in Los Cabos 
with his son died afterbeing 
swept out to sea. The son 
survived. But Godinez said 
the death occurred early 
Thursday, before beach 
access was restricted, and 
that it was "not necessarily 
attributable "to Lorena. 

A second tropical storm, 
Mario, was about 345 miles 
(555 kilometers) south of 


the southern tip of the Baja 
peninsula Friday afternoon 
and had sustained winds 
of 65 mph (100 kilometers). 
But it wasn't expected to hit 
land. 

The port of Cabo San Lu¬ 
cas was closed to naviga¬ 
tion. Authorities suspended 
classes for Friday and pre¬ 
pared to use schools as 
shelters if necessary. 

'We are taking preventive 
measures," said Baja Cali¬ 
fornia Surstate government 
secretary-general Alvaro 
de la Pena. "Rations, gaso¬ 
line, all supplies are guar¬ 
anteed. There is no need 
for panic buying." 

The region was in a state of 
yellow alert and anticipat¬ 
ing heavy rains. 

"Lorena is going to dump 
a lot of water," said Carlos 
Alfredo Godinez, deputy 
secretary for civil defense 
in the state. 

Lorena came onshore a 
day earlier as a hurricane 
in the western Mexican 
state of Colima, whipping 
palm trees about with its 
strong winds and lashing 
the area with sheets of rain. 
It flooded streets, washed 
out roads and touched off 
minor slide sin 10 municipal¬ 
ities □ 


Cuba: diplomat expulsions* gas crisis pa it of US offensive 



Cuba's Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez speaks during a press 
conference, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Sept 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIC HAEL WEISSENS1EIN 
HAVANA (AP) — Cuban 
Foreign Minister Bruno Ro¬ 
driguez said Friday that the 
U.S. expulsion of two Cu¬ 
ban diplomats and energy 
shortages across the island 
are part of a Trump admin¬ 
istration offensive that will 
fail to force concessions by 
his government. 

Rodriguez told reporters 
that Cuba was weighing its 
response to the expulsion 
of two diplomats posted to 
Cuba's permanent mission 
to the United Nations He 
also said energy shortages 
and long gas lines in Cuba 
are due to a Trump admin¬ 
istration campaign of pres¬ 
suring Cuba's energy sup¬ 
pliers across the world not 
to send petroleum prod¬ 
ucts to the island. 

During his annual press 
conference enumerat¬ 
ing the effects of the U.S. 
trade embargo on Cuba, 


Rodriguez said the Trump 
administration was waging 
a campaign to pressure 
Cuba's fuel suppliers and 
shippers in South America, 
Europe and North Africa. 
'These actions include di¬ 
rect threats, persecution 
of transport companies, 


pressure against govern¬ 
ments where tankers are 
flagged or registered and 
actions against insurance 
companies, he said. 'This 
is an escalation seeking to 
dissuade and intimidate, 
and to create additional 
difficulties for the Cuban 


people." 

Fuel shortages are leading 
to hours-long lines at gas 
station around Cuba this 
week, along with cutbacks 
of public services and ac¬ 
tivities throughout Cuba's 
centrally planned state-run 
economy. 

Rodriguez said Cuba would 
not drop its support for the 
Venezuelan government, 
the stated goal of the 
Trump policy. 

'They will notforce any con¬ 
cession from our people," 
he said. 'They will notforce 
any political concession 
from our government. They 
have failed for60yearsand 
they'll keep failing." 

Adding to tensions, the 
U.S. announced Thursday 
that it was expelling two 
Cuban diplomats and re¬ 
stricting travel of members 
of Cuba's permanent U.N. 
mission as leaders gather 
from around the world for 


the annual U.N. General 
Assembly. 

The Cuban diplomats who 
are being expelled are at¬ 
tached to the U.N. mission 
and tried to "conduct influ¬ 
ence operations against 
the United States," State 
Department spokeswoman 
Morgan Ortagus said. She 
provided no details on the 
allegations and the dip¬ 
lomats' names weren't re¬ 
leased. 

All members of the Cuban 
mission are being restricted 
to the island of Manhattan. 
'Cuba will deliver an ap¬ 
propriate, timely response 
to these actions by the U.S. 
government," Rodriguez 
said Friday, without offer¬ 
ing details. 'They are totally 
unjustified and illegitimate 
actions aimed at escalat¬ 
ing bilateral tensions, pro¬ 
voking the closure of em¬ 
bassies and the rupture of 
diplomatic relations'O 
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ORANJ ESTAD — Coral Shell new luxuiy condos are located in the heart of Amba 
atOranjestad. This new luxuiy living offers 25 exclusive condominiums in different 
lay out one, two, three, fburand five bedrooms All apartments have a spectacu¬ 
lar view of the turquoise colored Caribbean ocean while located in the buzz of 
dynamic Oranjestad. 

Characteristics of the building style are light colors, open air, sea and sky with 
lots of windows. Here you will get inspired with the elements floating in and the 
free spirit the condosprovide you with. Ingredients of the offered lifestyle are joy, 
luxury, peace, satisfaction and unwind. Ihisishome coming to feel as you are, 
just YOU. 

Lush Lifestyle 

Coral Shell residence features are marble floors, double glass windows, kitchens 
Coral Shell residence features are marble floors, double glass windows, kitchens 
fully equipped, modem, custom-designed closets and bathrooms, private laun¬ 
dry, private parking and fully air conditioned apartments "fhe residents will be 
able to enjoy amazing amenities like expansive social areas, an infinity pool and 




sun deck, a children's pool, a fitness center overlooking 
the bay, spacious lobby, sauna, outdoor kitchen and 
barbecue. Wellness, sport, leisure, recreation, entertain¬ 
ing, socializing and a varied diversion to suit all agesand 
interestsare included in the lifestyle Coral Shell offers 


Paradise in the Pocket 

Imagine this being yourown dream home functioning as 
a base for exploring the wonderful island of Aruba. You 
can take a stroll in the adjacent Boy Ecury Park ordo a 
work out in the Linear Park, just opposite your building. 
Shopping malls Renaissance Marketplace and Renais¬ 
sance Mall, with their exclusive shops, are just a stone's 
throw away as is Oranjestad's downtown with its tram 
and shops. Restaurants, the cinema, night life are all with¬ 
in reach while the beautiful Surfside Beach is just 2 min¬ 
utes away from yourdoor. "Thiscity beach alongside the 
famouslinearparkisconsidered a hidden gem fortourists 
and a favorite spotforlocals Relax underneath the cool¬ 
ing shades of the kwihi trees and enjoy a lovely sunset 
while majestic cruise ships and local fishermen pass you 
by. Paradise is in your pocket with Coral Shell Condomini¬ 
ums. 


Ready to Show 

The condominiumsare already in the final phasesof con¬ 
struction in orderfor interested buyers to see the layout in 
real and feel the space of the different sizes. You will be 
surprised how the large windows a How the sun to light up 
the interiorand strengthen the colorof everything includ¬ 
ing the blue ocean in front of you. Waking up in a sea 
of light isa blessing here and combined with the perfect 
location you have it all. Coral Shell isa guarantee fora 
happy dayQ 



Please contactto visit 
Phone: 4-297 587 9170 

LG. Smith Boulevard w/ Beatrixstraat20,Oranjestad 
Email: deluxeiealestatenv@gmail.com 
www.c ora Ishella ruba .c om 
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Meet PhotographerJeroen Lucas 



ORANJ ES1AD — The cover picture of the 
Aruba loday Fac ebook page will show 
a picture of a local photographer every 
couple of months. We just love culture 
and would like to support our local talents, 
therefore Aruba loday chooses to be a 
platform for showcasing art The newest 
cover picture is the work of the talented 
Jeroen Lucas from Aruba Paradise Photos 
Before him we had the honorto showcase 
pictures of photographers Mic ha el-Antho¬ 
ny, AnuarHabibe, Armando Goedgedtag 
and J onathan Petit 


Jeroen Lucas is a Dutch photographer, 
based in Aruba. Out of love for photog¬ 
raphy together with love for the island 
Aruba, Aruba Paradise Photoswasbom in 
2015. "Taking my camera and drone with 
me as I explore every inch of the island. 
With free time at hand and lots of energy 
I want to shoot beautiful images of our Is¬ 
land foryou to enjoy." Going to spots that 
you have neverseen before, oreven think 
"Is that in Aruba?!" Lucas is trying to give 
you that something extra. Looking at his 
pictures Aruba Today can only say: yes, 
this is something extra indeed Q 






For mote information: 

J eroen Lucas 
+297 630 5412 
arubaparadisephoto&com 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

©QztS©® 0oo (BdeCo Mteo 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls ] 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Boskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique 
R-GIqss I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 | rosmoaihombra.com 

PlayRiipflmibty. V^liiww.ecrnibliiiarHnyi , n«is.argiryatiar »m*Gn«yo» know hut. □ gambling piaHeiti. 



International Day of Peace 21 September 

"Climate Action For Peace" 


ORANJ ES1AD — The condi¬ 
tion thatthe world is in now, 
isa resultofourown actions 
based on overconsuming 
and possessiveness. The 
solution is veiy simple. It is 
a change of inner attitude 
based on a shift in con¬ 
sciousness. 


in this way. Material things 
are needed in life, but not 
able to make the soul, the 
spiritual being content. If it 
ha ppens it isonly temporar¬ 
ily and that is why we end 
up in wanting more and 
more, an endless list of de¬ 
sires. 



Once we understand the 
truth about ourselves, it is 
very easy. When we are 
aware of ourselves as spiri¬ 
tual beings whose nature 
is peace, love, purity and 
harmony a natural wave of 
contentment, peace and 
respect for all sorts of life 
emerges Ibis awareness 
will shift our inner attitude 
and it will automatically 
have an impacton ourac- 
tions. We will only consume 
what is needed to keep our 
bodies healthy and possess 
what is needed forthe right 
purpose. The inner con¬ 
tentment gives us so much 
fulfilment that it doesn't 
take effort to live our lives 


If we make the following 
slogan practical in our lives 
we will be peaceful, live in 
harmony with others and 
nature and our planet will 
be saved.Q 

"When I change my 
innerenvinonment, 
only than the outer 
environment 
will change" 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Uttering a wide variety ot Ketail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E Baskm-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Gloss I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Cotlectahles 


Get a FREE Alhambra 

T-Shirt when you earn 250 
Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players' Club card! 


Open doily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Slvd #47 
583.5000 | CQsmoalhombra.com 

PlayiiHpamibfy. V^lwww.^mifaltfurHnyfnoui.argiryatiar »m*an#ya» knew ham gambling pioWt-m. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


The Amba Tourism 
Authority honor Friendly 
and loyal visitors at 
Hyatt Regency Hotel 

PALM BEACH — Recently, Ms Da Mine & de 
Cuba had the great pleasure to honor a loyal 
and friendly visitors of Aruba as Goodwill Am¬ 
bassadors at their home away from home, the 
symbolic honorary title is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of lourism, as a token of appre¬ 
ciation to the guests who visit Aruba between 
10-20-35and mote consecutive years. 

"The honorees were Mr. William & Mis. 
Deb ib Norman Jr. residents of Ran¬ 
dolph New J ersey who have been coming for 
24 consecutive years to the Island. 

Ihe lovely couple loves coming to the island 
for the warm inviting sun, the gracious treat¬ 
ment from everyone, the absolute feeling of 
safety everywhere/anytime and the unending 
selection of Restaurants. 

De Cuba together with the representatives of 
Hyatt Regency, General ManagerMr. Gabriel 
Castrillon and MrsOriana Bronstein Rooms Di¬ 
rector, thanked them for choosing Aruba as 
their vacation destination and as their home 
away from home forso many yearsO 
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NHL 

goalbendeis 

getting 

concussions 

atan 

a tanning 

rate 


AP Hockey WHter 

Filip Chytil beat the last de- 
fenderto the net, snapped 
the shot past Tuukka Rask 
and barreled over the 
goaltender he had just 
scored on. 

Rask flipped his mask off, 
lay prone and needed as¬ 
sistance to get to his feet 
and to the Boston Bru¬ 
ins locker room. The goal 
counted and Chytil faced 
no repercussions. 

Rask suffered a concus¬ 
sion. 

"I think it's brutal, but what 
can you do?" Rask said. 
'The game's so fast nowa¬ 
days and space is limited. 
The guy's driving wide and 
the D's half a step late, 
then collisions happen." 
Those kinds of collisions a re 
happening atan alarming 
rate over the past couple 
of seasons and goalten- 
ders are getting hurt. Just 
two goaltenderswere con¬ 
cussed in 2016-17, missing 
a total of 15 games, but 
overthe past two seasons, 
14 different goalies missed 
a total of 276 games with a 
concussion or head injury 
caused by everything from 
elbowsand kneesto pucks 
off their helmets. 

This is a jarring statistic in¬ 
volving the most impor¬ 
tant position in hockey, 
but the NHL has not yet 
taken further steps to pro¬ 
tect its masked men. In re¬ 
cent years, the focus has 
been on trimming the size 
of goalie equipment as a 
way to generate more of¬ 
fense and players are rou¬ 
tinely coached to crash 
the net whenever possible. 

Continued on Rage 23 



New England Patriots wide receiver Antonio Brown (17) scones a touchdown as Miami Dolphins comerbackj omal 
Wiltz (33) attempts to defend, during the first half at an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2019, in Miami Gardens, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 
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Washington Mystics center Emma Meesseman shoots against Las Vegas Aces forward Tamera 
Young during the first ha if of Game 2 of a WNBA playoff basketball series Ihursday, Sept 19,2019, 
in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Meesseman ties career high, 
Mystics beat Aces> take 2-0 lead 


By IAN QULLEN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — So 

far this postseason, Emma 
Meesseman is outshining 
everyone. Even the newly 
minted league MVP. 
Meesseman tied a career 
high with 30 points in her 
second consecutive ex¬ 
ceptional performance, 
and the Washington Mys¬ 
tics beat the Las Vegas 
Aces 103-91 on Ihursday 
night to take a 2-0 lead in 
their WNBA semifinal series. 
"It's easier to take my shot 
when it goes in," said Mees¬ 
seman, who hit 5 of 7 at¬ 
tempts from 3-point range. 
"I know that when you kind 
of have the hot hand, just 
keep shooting. That's what 
I did." 

Natasha Cloud added 18 
points and 11 assists for 
Washington, while Elena 
Delle Donne scored 14 
points and grabbed 10 
rebounds on the day she 
received her second MVP 
award. 

"In some ways, this kind 
of epitomized it," Mystics 
coach Mike Thibault said 
of Delle Donne's honor. 
"Because she didn't have a 
good shooting game, and 
yet, people are running to 
double-team her and she's 
finding somebody else." 

The Mystics can wrap up 


the best-of-five series and 
seal a return to the WNBA 
Finals on Sunday in Las Ve¬ 
gas 

LizCambage had 23 points 
and 10 rebounds for the 
Aces, who have lostfourof 
five meetings against the 
Mystics this year between 
the regular season and 
playoffs. 

Kelsey Plum added 19 
pointsand 10 assists for Las 
Vegas, which fought back 
from an 11-point second- 
quarter deficit to take a 
brief lead in the third, only 
to fade late. 

'They capitalize on every¬ 
thing that you do, mistakes 
that you make," Plum said. 
'Coach (Bill Laimbeer) al¬ 
ways says, 'If you relaxfora 
second, before you know 
it you're going to be down 
10.'"The Mysticswere swept 
by Seattle in the 2018 fina Is 
Meesseman didn't play 
at all that season, taking 
a summer hiatus to focus 
on playing for the Belgian 
national team after help¬ 
ing Washington to the 2017 
conference finals. 

In her second time reach¬ 
ing this stage of the post¬ 
season, she scored what 
was a playoff career high 
of 27 points in the open¬ 
er before surpassing that 
Thursday, when her late 
3-pointer stretched the 


Mystics' lead to double dig¬ 
its forgood at 98-86. 

"I'm proud of Emma, be¬ 
cause if you would've 
looked at Emma two years 
ago in the Minnesota (con¬ 
ference final) series, we 
were yelling at herto shoot 
the ball, yelling at her to 
be aggressive,"Cloud said. 
"Emma is the missing piece 
forus. From lastyearto this 
year's team, she's the differ¬ 
ence-maker." 

Washington took control 
with a 10-0 run in the third 
quarter. 

Meesseman hit a 3-pointer 
on Cloud's kickout, then 
fed LaToya Sanders for a 
layup that resulted in a 
three-point play. Cloud 
then found Kristi Toliver for 
another 3, before Delle 
Donne hit a free throw to 
make it 75-64. The Aces got 
no closer than eight after¬ 
ward. 

'Washington did what they 
were supposed to do, win 
their home games," Laim- 
beersaid. "Now it'sourtum." 
TIP-INS 

Aces: Committed six first- 
quartertumoversfora sec¬ 
ond consecutive game. ... 
Plum started Game 2 af¬ 
ter scoring 16 points and 
playing 31 minutes off the 
bench in Game 1. ... Cam- 
bage picked up a techni¬ 
cal foul with 8:06 to play.Q 




Team Europe's Roger Fedeier, left; and Alexander Z/erev play 
against Team World's Denis Shapovalov and Jack Sock at the 
LaverCup tennis event; in Geneva, Switzerland, Friday, Sept 20, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


Fedeier wins doubles 
with Zverev, Europe 
leads in LaverCup 


GENEVA (AP) — Roger Fe- 
derer teamed up with Al¬ 
exander Zverev in doubles 
to lift Europe into a com¬ 
manding 3-1 lead over the 
world team on the first day 
of the LaverCup on Friday. 
Federer, who has an Olym¬ 
pic gold medal in doubles, 
and Z/erev won 6-3, 7-5 
against Jack Sock and 
Denis Shapovalov as the 
Europeans swept the two- 
match evening session. The 
afternoon singles match¬ 
es were split at the noisy, 
17,000-seat Palexpo arena. 
'Thanks Sascha, for carry¬ 
ing me in that second set," 
Federer told his playing 
partner in an on-court inter¬ 
view. The six-man Europe 
team hasa big advantage 
in ATP rankings, and No. 5 
Dominic Thiem started the 
day by beating the 33rd- 
ranked Shapovalov 6-4, 

5- 7, 13-11. Shapovalov let 
three match points slip in 
the decisive third set which 
is played as a super-tie¬ 
breaker. 

Sock, whose rankings fell 
into the 200s in an injury-hit 
season, then leveled the 
three-day event by win¬ 
ning 6-1, 7-6 (3) against No. 
11 Fabio Fognini. 

Europe, captained court- 
side by Bjom Borg, re¬ 
gained the lead when No. 
7 Stefa nos Tsitsipas won 

6- 2, 1-6, 10-7 against 30th- 
ranked Taylor Fritz for the 
world team led by John 
McEnroe. 

Federer is back on court 


before another so Id-out 
crowd Saturday, when he 
will play Nick Kyngios in the 
afternoon's second match. 
"I'm fresh, I'm ready to go 
for more," said Federer, 
who co-owns the Laver 
Cup competition. 
Saturday's play opens with 
Z/erev playing John isner. 
Rafael Nadal enters the 
stage forEurope in an eve¬ 
ning singles against Milos 
Raonic, then stays on to 
partner Tsitsipas against 
Kyrgiosand Sock. 

Victories Saturday in the 
three singles matches and 
one doubles are worth 
two points each. Sunday's 
matchesscore three points 
for the winning team and 
13 points are needed to 
lift the title. Europe seeks a 
third straight win in the La¬ 
ver Cup. It was launched 
two years ago in Prague, 
then moved to Chicago 
last year. □ 
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IsAntonio Brown's NH_c a reerover? Likely for 2019 at least 



In this Sunday, Sept 15, 2019, file photo, New Bigland Ratriots wide receiver Antonio Biown (17) 
stands on the sidelines during the fiisthalfatan NFL football game againstthe Miami Dolphins in 
Miami Gardens, Ha. 

Associated Bess 


By BARRY WILNER 
APPro Football Writer 

So many factors went into 
Antonio Brown's release 
by the Patriots on Friday. 
It would be stunning if he 
draws interest from any 
otherteamsasthe league's 
investigation continues. 

His time in the NFL might be 
over. 

As much as Brown's stellar 
careerhasbeen overshad¬ 
owed and besmirched 
by his recent behavior as 
a player and allegations 
of his actions as a person, 
the Patriots also have had 
their image tarnished in a 
short but ugly marriage. 
The team probably recog¬ 
nized that when it cut ties 
after Brown suited up for 
one game, contributing 
plenty in a 43-0 demolition 
of whatthe Miami Dolphins 
have turned into. 

New England would have 
been on the hook for 
Brown's entire $9 million sal¬ 
ary (and possibly more) for 
2019 had he been placed 
on the NFL's commissioner's 
exempt list. He couldn't 
have practiced or played 
for the team, but as the 
league's investigation con¬ 


tinued, he would have 
been in a lucrative limbo — 
at New Eng land's expense. 
There also was the very 
real specter of the league 
suspending Brown for vio¬ 
lating its personal conduct 
penalty. That also would 
have stripped the Patri¬ 
ots of the talents they so 
quickly signed despite the 
furor Brown created, first in 
Pittsburgh by going AWOL 
among other things, then 
in Oakland by demanding 
and getting his release af¬ 
ter feuding with the front 
office over how the Raiders 
were treating (and fining) 
him. First the Steelers cut 
bait with, by far, their best 
receiverofthe lastdecade 
if not their best offensive 
player. "The Raiders and 
Brown didn't last into his 
first season in Oakland, of 
course, and now he'sgone 
from New England. 

It's unlikely there was full 
agreement within the Pa¬ 
triots organization on grab¬ 
bing Brown when he be¬ 
came available. But coach 
Bill Belie hick was so swift in 
signing the potential game¬ 
breaking receiver that it 
sure seemed like everyone 


was on board in New Eng¬ 
land. 

And with a II the stuff swirling 
around Brown, it became 
impossible for the Patriots, 
a team that prides itself on 
insulation from the outside 
world, to hang on to him. 
They probably will never 
say it, but the Patriots rec¬ 


ognized the distractions of 
having Brown on theirroster 
would be difficult to ignore. 
What's likely ahead for 
Brown? 

Away from the field, he'll 
be dealing with a civil law¬ 
suit by hisformertrainerac- 
c using Brown of rape. There 
are other allegations from 


an artist who says he sent 
threatening texts to her 
and also exposed himself 
to her while she was paint¬ 
ing a mural for him. 

Other complaints about 
Brown's behavior have sur¬ 
faced, too — something 
notuncommon in such sce- 
na rios a s his c urrent oneO 


Q B Rosen says he'll tiy to provide spa ik Dolphins badly need 



Miami Dolphins quarterback Josh Rosen (3) looks up to the 
scoreboard during the second half at an NR. football game 
againstthe Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Sept 8, 2019, in Miami 
Gardens, Ra. 

Associated Bess 


DAVIE, Ha. (AP) — Josh 
Rosen believes his aggres¬ 
sive playing style will help 
him give the Mia mi Dolphins 
the lift they badly need. 
Rosen will make his first start 
at quarterback for Miami 
on Sunday at Dallas, and 
he takes over an offense 
that ranks last in the NFL in 
points and yards. The Dol¬ 
phins were outscored 102- 
10 in two games with Ryan 
Fitzpatrick as the starting 
quarterback. 

'Obviously right now we 
need a spark," Rosen said 
Friday, "and I'm going to try 
and provide that spark." 
Rosen believes he can do it 
bybeing a bitofa gunsling¬ 
er, as has been his nature 
since he played at UCLA. 
He also believes his style will 
work well in rookie coach 
Brian Flores' offense, which 
Rosen and his teammates 
are still learning. 

"It's a really complex sys¬ 
tem," Rosen said. "I think 


it's only a matter of time 
before with enough game 
reps and practice reps, 
we'll get it down and slowly 
improve. I'm hoping and 
rooting for dramatic im¬ 
provement, but I don't think 
we're going to go out and 
score 100 touchdowns and 
throw for a million yards. I 
think the key is just to keep 
grinding away." 

Rosen will be without one 
offensive weapon at Dal¬ 
las— receiver Albert Wilson 
was ruled out because of 
hip and calf injuries. Safety 
Reshad Jones was ruled 
out with an ankle injury. 

Mia mi's quarterback switch 
was expected at some 
point, with the 36-year-old 
Fitzpatrick never consid¬ 
ered a long-term solution. 
Rosen was a first-round 
draft pick by Arizona in 
2018 and is regarded as a 
possible franchise quarter¬ 
back. 

"Is there potential for that? 


Yeah, obviously," Flores 
said. "But if you start think¬ 
ing about five or 10 years 
from now, you're not really 
locked in on right now. That 
would be my advice to 
Josh." 

Regardless of how Rosen 
plays, the rebuilding Dol¬ 
phins are expected to use 
one of theirthree first-round 
picks in 2020 on a quarter¬ 
back. 

The Dolphins totaled 38 
yards in the first three quar¬ 
ters of Sunday's 43-0 loss to 
New England. Flores said 
he decided to start Rosen 
this week because of the 
young QB'sperformance in 
practice Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

"I think he maybe saw an 
opportunity and jumped 
at it in practice really well," 
Flores said. "His develop¬ 
ment is very important to 
me, so I never wanted 
to throw him in there too 
quickly. But I do think he's 


ready. He has shown me 
that he's ready to go." 
Rosen said that since train¬ 
ing camp began, he has 
focused on trying to im¬ 
prove, and not on any 
quarterback competition. 
"In coach Flo's mind, there 
was a threshold which 
would be enough for him 


to name me the starter," 
Rosen said. "I just put my 
head downforthe lastcou- 
ple months, and I guess I hit 
it." Rosen went 3-10 starting 
as a rookie last year for the 
Cardinals, and became 
expendable in April when 
they used the No. 1 overall 
pickto draft KylerMurray.□ 
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Minshew, defense shine asj a gua is thump Titans 20-7 



Jacksonville Jaguaisquarteiback Gardner Minshew II (15) throws a pass against the Tennessee 
Titans during the fiisthalfofan NFL football game Ihuisday, Sept 19, 2019, in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Associated Ftess 


By MARK LONG 
AP Sports VUHter 
JACKSONVILLE, Ha. (AP) — 

Minshew Mania is gaining 
momentum. 

Gardner Minshew threw 
two touchdown passesand 
should have had a third, 
Calais Campbell spear¬ 
headed another defensive 
gem and the Jacksonville 
Jaguars handled the Ten¬ 
nessee "Titans20-7 in sloppy 
conditio ns "Thursday night. 
Jacksonville (1-2) ended a 
four-game losing streak in 
the AFC South series and 
avoided the franchise's 
second 0-3 start in four 
years. 

'This felt good," defensive 
tackle AbryJ onessaid. "We 
needed this." 

With all eyes on starcomer- 
backjalen Ramsey, who 
may have played his final 
game forj acksonville, Min¬ 
shew and a second stel¬ 
lar defensive outing in five 
days captured the spot- 
lig ht. 

A sixth-round draft pick 
starting his second con¬ 
secutive game in place of 
injured Nick Foies (broken 
collarbone), Minshew com¬ 
pleted 20 of 30 passes for 
204 yards He found J ames 
O'Shaughnessy wide open 
for a 7-yard score, which 
came one play after Ado- 
ree'Jackson'smuffed punt. 
Minshew was more precise 
with a 22-yard touchdown 
pass to DJ Chark, who was 
blanketed by Malcolm But¬ 
ler. 

Fans chanted Minshew's 
name each time the of¬ 


fense took the field, and 
fans everywhere adorned 
fake mustaches and ban¬ 
danas to mimic his signa¬ 
ture look. 

MarcusMariota got no style 
points in this one. Jack¬ 
sonville sacked Mariota a 
whopping nine times, in¬ 
cluding three byCampbell. 
'You seen what the D-line 
did," Ramsey said, declin¬ 
ing to talk about his po¬ 
tential trade. 'Today was 
their day. Everybody got 
a piece of it. I was excited 
to see those guys have a 
huge game." 

"The Jaguars played well 
enough to win at Houston 
lastweek, especially on the 


defensive side, but came 
up inchesshorton a 2-point 
conversion and lost 13-12. 
Ramsey then gut-punched 
a franchise already reeling 
from the loss of Foies by re¬ 
questing a trade hoursafter 
the loss to the Texans. He 
asked to get out following 
his sideline confrontation 
with coach Doug Marrone. 
Ramsey later insisted he 
didn't want to be a distrac¬ 
tion. He wasn't, at least not 
on the field. 

"The Jaguars enjoyed a 
14-point lead in the first 
quarter for the first time 
since Week 2 of last season 
against New England and 
just the third time in the last 


five seasons. 

Ramsey hugged sever¬ 
al teammates after the 
game, but didn't say any 
goodbyes in the locker 
room. 

"He didn't have to say any¬ 
thing," J ones said. "He may 
be going to another team, 
but no one's going to be 
hurt by that. It's a business 
decision." 

The Titans(1-2) struggled to 
play from behind. 

With his team trailing 14-0 
early in the third, coach 
Mike Vrabel passed on a 
short field goal and went 
for it on fourth-and-6 at 
the 11.Campbell abused 
backup guard J amil Doug¬ 
las, and Mariota had no 
time to get rid of the ball. 
'That's not how you want 
to play that football team, 
from behind," Vrabel said. 
'We talked about that. "This 
football team, you don't 
want to play from behind. 
They can really rush the 
passer." 

Tennessee fina lly got on the 
scoreboard with Derrick 
Henry's 1-yard plunge early 
in the fourth. Henry finished 
with 44 yards on 17 carries, 
a farcry from his last game 
against J acksonville. Henry 
ran for a franchise-record 
238 yards and four touch¬ 
downs, including the sec¬ 
ond 99-yard run in NFL his¬ 
tory (Tony Dorsett, 1983), in 
December. 


Jacksonville wasn't go¬ 
ing to let it happen again, 
stacking the boxand doing 
a much better job tackling 
the 247-pound back. 

Even Ramsey got in a cou¬ 
ple of shots on the 2015 
Heisman Trophy winner. 
QUESTIONABLE CALLS 
"The officiating was round¬ 
ly ripped — in the stands 
and around the country. 
The most head-scratching 
flags: "Titans linebacker Ka- 
malei Correa was called 
for roughing the passer in 
the second quarter, and 
Tennessee comerback Lo¬ 
gan Ryan was penalized 
for pass interference af¬ 
ter barely touching Dede 
Westbrook. 

Patriots quarterback Tom 
Brady tweeted, 'Too many 
penalties. J ust let us play!!!!" 
He followed that tweet 
without another one a few 
minutes later, saying "I'm 
turning off this game I can't 
watch these ridiculouspen- 
alties anymore." 

Suspended "Titans left tack¬ 
le Taylor Lewan later add¬ 
ed, 'Wow, who would have 
thought that the refs would 
mess up so ma ny c a Ms?" 
INJURIES 

Jaguars linebacker Myles 
Jack took a knee to the 
helmet in the third quar¬ 
ter, was later ruled out and 
placed in the concussion 
protocol.... J aguarsreceiv- 
erChrisConley sprained his 
left ankle while blocking in 
the second, but later re¬ 
turned. ... Titans linebacker 
Rashaan Evans injured his 
left shoulder just before 
halftime, returned in the 
second half and then left 
the field again in the fourth. 
... Titans linebacker Sharif 
Finch injured his right ankle 
in the third. 

DEDE DROPS 

Jaguars receiver Dede 
Westbrook dropped a 
would-be touchdown in 
the third quarter, and J ack¬ 
sonville had to settle for 
a 40-yard field goal and 
a 17-0 lead. It was West¬ 
brook's third drop of the 
nig ht. 

UP NEXT 

"The Titans play at Atlanta. 
Tennessee has dropped 
the lasttwo meetings. 

TheJ aguarsplayatDenver. 
Jacksonville has dropped 
the last two meetingsO 
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Bra ves c line h tie for 
first in NLEast 
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Atlarifa Braves center fielder Ronald Acuna Jr. (13) gestures after teaching second base during 
the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Philadelphia Phillies Thursday, Sept 19, 2019, in 
Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Ronald 
Acuna Jr. became the 
second-youngest player 
in baseball history to hit 40 
homersin a season, Freddie 
Freeman also drove in two 
runs and Atlanta clinched 
atleasta tie forfirst place in 
the NL East with a win over 
Philadelphia. 

The Braves hold a 9 1/2- 
game lead over the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals, who have 
played three fewer games 
and were off Thursday. At¬ 
lanta can officially cele¬ 
brate assoon as Friday with 
either a victory over the 
San Francisco Giants or if 
Washington losesat Miami. 
The Phillies trail Milwaukee 
by four games in the race 
for the NL's second wild¬ 
card spot. 

Mel Ott, who was 20 when 
he hit 42 homers for the 
New York Giants in 1940, 
is the only player young¬ 
er than Acuna to post a 
40-homer sea son. 

Aaron Nola (12-6) worked 
five-plus innings, giving up 
nine hits, two hits and all 
five Atlanta runs. 

Mark Melancon worked 
perfect ninth for his 11th 
save with Atlanta and 12th 
overall this season. 


CARDINALS 5, CUBS 4, 10 
INNINGS 

CHICAGO (AP) — Matt 
Carpenter homered in the 
10th inning against Craig 
Kimbrel in the All-Star clos¬ 
er's return, and St. Louis re¬ 
grouped after blowing a 
late lead to beatChicago. 
Emerging acej ackFlaherty 
shut down Chicago over 
eight innings, and despite 
a tying three-run rally in the 
ninth, the Cubs dropped a 
game behind Milwaukee 
forthe second NLwild card 
and four games behind St. 
Louis forfirst place in the NL 
Central. 

Cubs slugger Anthony 
Rizzo provided a jolt in his 
unexpected return from a 
sprained right ankle, hom¬ 
ering in the third inning to tie 
the game at 1. But Flaherty 
was spectacular otherwise, 
pitching three-hit ball while 
allowing just the one run 
and striking out eight. 
Carpenter homered to 
deep center field off Kim¬ 
brel (0-3), who was activat¬ 
ed from the injured list prior 
to the game after dealing 
with right elbow inflamma¬ 
tion. 

Giovanny Gallegos pitched 
a perfect 10th for his first 
save in two chances. An¬ 


drew Miller (5-5) recorded 
the final two outs in the 
ninth forthe victory. 
BREWERS 5, PADRES 1 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Loren¬ 
zo Cain homered before 
exiting with a sore ankle, 
Milwaukee pitchers com¬ 
bined to strike out 16 and 
the Brewers improved their 
playoff position by beating 
San Diego. 

Milwaukee moved within 
one game of Washington 
for the top NL wild-card 
spot. The Brewers a re in the 
second wild-card slot and 
three games behind Cen¬ 
tral-leading St. Louis. 

Ryan Braun put Milwaukee 
ahead with an RBI double 


in the first inning off J oey 
Lucchesi (10-9). The Brew¬ 
ers added a run in the third 
when Keston Huira dou¬ 
bled and later scored on 
Lucehesi'swild pitch. 

Eric Hosmer' homered for 
San Diego. 

Freddy Peralta (7-3) struck 
out three of the fourbatters 
he faced for the win. J osh 
Hader picked up his 34th 
save in 40 tries, breaking 
a franchise record for left¬ 
handers previously held by 
Dan Plesac. 

MARINERS 6, PIRATES 5, 11 
INNINGS 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Shed 
Long had three hits, two 
RBIs and scored the go- 


ahead run in the 11th on an 
unusual inning-ending dou¬ 
ble play as Seattle beat 
Pittsburgh. 

The Mariners swept the 
three-game series be¬ 
tween last-place teams 
and sent the Pirates to their 
sixth stra ight loss. 

Long reached base on first 
baseman J ose Osuna's er¬ 
ror to start the 11th and 
Omar Narvaez singled with 
one out to put runners on 
the comers. Austin Nola 
then hit a chopper to sec¬ 
ond baseman Kevin Kram¬ 
er— ratherthan flip the ball 
to second, he ran at Nar¬ 
vaez, who alertly stopped 
and began to retreatO 


AP source: Marlins' Mattingly 
agrees to contract extension 



Miami Mariins manager Don Mattingly, center, poses with presi¬ 
dent of baseball operations Michael hill, left, and CEO Derek 
Jeter, right; after a news conference Fiiday, Sept 20, 2019, in 
Miami. 

Assoc iated Press 


By STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Wtiter 
MIAMI (AP) — Miami Mar- 
linsmanagerDon Mattingly 
has agreed to a contract 
extension and will return for 
a fifth season in 2020, a per¬ 
son fa miliar with the nego¬ 
tiations said Thursday. 

The person confirmed the 
agreement to The Associ¬ 
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity because the 
Marlins hadn't announced 
the deal. A news confer¬ 
ence with CEO DerekJ eter 
was scheduled for Friday. 
Mattingly's contract was 
to expire after this season. 
He became the Marlins' 


manager in 2016 and has 
guided the team during a 
rebuilding project under 
Jeter, who traded away 
All-Stars Christian Yelich, 
Giancarlo Stanton, Marcell 
Ozuna, Dee Gordon and 
J .T. Realmuto. 

With the roster depleted, 
the Mariinsthisseason have 
the worst record in the Na¬ 
tional League at 53-99, 
and they're set to exceed 
100 losses for the first time 
since 1998. But Mattingly 
has been supportive of the 
team's reboot since Jeter's 
group bought the franchise 
two years ago, and the 
Marlins believe they're on 


the verge of a turnaround 
thanks to an upgraded 
farm system. 

Mattingly provides continu¬ 
ing stability fora team that 
hasn't had a winning sea¬ 
son since 2009 and hasn't 
been to the playoffs since 
2003. The franchise had 
seven managers from 2010 
to 2015, and Mattingly will 
be the first Marlins manag- 
erto starta fifth season with 
the team. 

His record in Miami is 272- 
364 (.428). He managed 
the Dodgers in 2011-15 and 
led them to the NL West ti¬ 
tle three yea rs in a row, a nd 
his overall regular season 


record is 718-727 (.497). 
Mattingly was hired by pre¬ 
vious owner Jeffrey Loria 
and retained when Jeter's 
group bought the team. 


Mattingly spent his entire 
14-year playing careerwith 
the Yankees and played 
first base in Jeter's debut 
game in 19950 
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Yankees beat Angels 9-1, claim 1st AL East title since 2012 



New Yoik Yankees' DJ LeMahieu watches the ball after hitting a three-run home run during the 
second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels, Thursday, Sept 19, 2019, in 
New York. 


By The Assoc iated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The re¬ 
silient New York Yankees 
powered their way to the 
club's first AL East title since 
2012, routing the Los An¬ 
geles Angels 9-1 Thursday 
night behind three RBIs 
each from old mainstay 
Brett Gardner and new- 
comerDJ LeMahieu. 

A day after wasting a 
chanceto clinch first place, 
the homer-happy Yankees 
went ahead when LeMa¬ 
hieu hit a three-run drive 
in the second inning and 
breezed to their 100th win. 
Gardneradded a solo shot 
in the fourth and then hit a 
two-run double in the sixth. 
Cameron Maybin and Clint 
Frazier homered for good 
measure in the eighth, and 
Aroldis Chapman struck 
out Albert Pujols to end it. 
Despite putting 30 play¬ 
ers on the injured list this 
season, New York (100-54) 
wrapped up first place with 
eight games to spare and 
made Aaron Boone the first 
managerto win 100games 
in each of his first two major 
league seasons. 

The Yankeesopenthe play- 
offson Oct. 4, likely against 
Minnesota, which leadsthe 
ALCentral, orthe wild-card 
winner. 

Masahiro Tanaka (11-8) al¬ 
lowed Kole Calhoun's hom¬ 
er leading off the fourth. 
The Angels had just four hits 
in seven innings off Tana¬ 
ka, who struck out six and 
walked one. 

But the Yankees may go 
to the postseason without 
their winningest pitcher, 
Domingo German. The 
27-year-old right-hander, 
who is 18-4, was placed on 
administrative leave under 
Major League Baseball's 
domestic violence policy 
earlier in the day. 

New York's 19th AL East title 
wasitsfirstfollowing a run of 
13 in 17 yea ns that sta rted in 
DerekJ eter'srookie season. 
Andrew Heaney (4-6) gave 


up six runs and five hits in 
five-plus innings. 

TWINS 8, ROYALS 5 
MINNEAPOUS (AP) — Nel¬ 
son Cruz hit two of Minne¬ 
sota's four home runs and 
matched his season high 
with five RBIs, igniting an¬ 
other impressive power 
display by the first-place 
Twins. 

The win over Kansas City 
kept the Twins' American 
League Central lead at 


four games — with nine 
gamesto go. 

Miguel Sano homered and 
hit the tiebreaking RBI dou¬ 
ble in the fifth following the 
ejection of Royals starter 
Mike Montgomery, who 
started that inning by giv¬ 
ing up a home run to Mitch 
Garver. 

The Twins trimmed their 
magic number for clinch¬ 
ing the division to six. 

Lewis Thorpe (4-2) worked 


Associated Press 

fourinningsforthe win. Tay- 
lorRogersrecorded his28th 
save. 

INDIANS 7, TIGERS 0 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Mike 
Clevinger pitched six shut¬ 
down innings, Franmil Reyes 
homered in his return to 
the lineup and Cleveland 
moved into a tie for the 
second ALwild card with a 
win over Detroit. 

Francisco Lindor added 
three hits, and Cleveland 
matched idle Tampa Bay 
at 90-63. Both teams trail 
Oakland by two games 
for the top spot. The Indi¬ 
ans trail Minnesota by four 
games in the ALCentral. 
The Indians defeated the 
Tigers for the 17th straight 
time this season to match 
a franchise record set 


against Baltimore in 1954. 
Cleveland won 18 of 19 in 
the season series and out- 
scored Detroit 116-38 
Clevinger (12-3) allowed 
seven hits and struck out six. 
Starter Daniel Norris (3-13) 
allowed one run in three 
innings for the Tigers, who 
have the worst record in 
baseball at45-107. 

The shutout wasthe 15th by 
Cleveland this season, and 
Detroit was blanked for the 
14th time. 

RED SOX 5, GIANTS4 

BOSTON (AP) — Eduardo 
Rodriguez struck out 10 
over six innings of two-hit 
ball, and Xander Bogaerts 
had a pair of RBI singles to 
lead Boston over San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Brandon Workman picked 
up his 15th save. Rodriguez 
(18-6) walked two and al¬ 
lowed one unearned run. 
Madison Bumgarner (9-9) 
lost in his first career sta rt at 
Fenway Park, giving up five 
runs on nine hits and two 
walks in five innings while 
striking out seven. He al¬ 
lowed the first four Boston 
batters to reach safely and 
fell behind 2-1 after one in¬ 
ning. 

BLUEJ AYS8, ORIOLES4 

BALTIMORE (AP) — Cavan 
Biggio homered and had 
three RBIs to offset a spec¬ 
tacular, homer-robbing 
catch by Austin Hays, and 
Toronto used a six-run sev¬ 
enth inning to beat Bal¬ 
timore for a three-game 
sweep. 

LouidesGurrielJ r. also went 
deep forthe Blue J ays, who 
earned their first sweep at 
Camden Yards since July 
2010 . 

After Biggio and Gurriel 
homered off Gabriel Ynoa 
(1-9) within a span of three 
pitches in the fourth inning, 
Vladimir Guerrero J r. sent a 
drive to center. Hays ran to 
the warning track, leaped 
to reach over the 7-foot 
wall and snagged the ball 
in the middle of his glove. 
Upon returning to the 
ground, Hays pounded his 
chest three timesin succes¬ 
sion and yelled with delight. 
Anthony Kay (1-0) earned 
his first major league vic¬ 
tory. Trey Mane ini had four 
hits for the Orioles, who 
have lost four straight and 
15 of 190 
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Continued from Rage 17 

It adds up to putting the 
most valuable and vulnera¬ 
ble playerson the ice at risk 
of head contact they can 
do little to avoid and often 
isn't even penalized. 

"We're so dialed in on the 
puck, a lot of times you 
don't see guys come from 
the side," New York Rang¬ 
ers goalie Henrik Lundqvist 
said. "Asa player, you can 
always adjust your body, 
but if we adjust our posi¬ 
tioning, we open up the 
net. You just have to stand 
there and I think in a lot of 
situations hope for the best 
when people come run¬ 
ning into you." 

Hoping forthe best isn't ex¬ 
actly a reassuring strategy, 
but goalies say there is not 
much else they can do. 
Rask, who saw Chytil com¬ 
ing, said goalies mostly are 
at the mercy of their team¬ 
mates, opponents and the 
offic ia Is 

'You've got to trust that 
your D-men are going to 
be there to help protect 
you and with the referees 
calling penalties and stuff 
with goaltender interfer¬ 
ence that they're going 
to try and protect us, too," 
said Anaheim Ducks starter 
J ohn Gibson, who missed a 
combined 10 games with 
two separate concussions 
the last two years. 'What 
you try to do is know where 
guyscould be coming from 
so you can brace rather 
than hitting you and you're 
kind of blindsided." 

Goalies have different the¬ 
ories on why concussions 
and head injuries a re up in 
recent years. 

Ben Bishop of Dallas be¬ 


lieves the overall decline 
in fighting correlates to the 
increase of players feeling 
like they can take liberties 
at the crease, while Wash¬ 
ington's' Braden Holtby 
considers it part of how 
players are taught from a 
young age now. 

"Most of those plays that 
are happening aren't old¬ 
er guys that have been 
around," Holtby said. "It's 
the younger generation 
where they've grown up 
with there's no fearto go to 
the crease and that kind of 
thing." 

Others point to the incon¬ 
sistency of goaltender in¬ 
terference calls, which can 
be as lenient as waving off 
a goal with no penalty and 
as severe as a two-minute 
minor. Holtby and his peers 
say a minor penalty is not 
much of a deterrent to 
keep players from crashing 
the net in hopesof a goal. 
Tampa Bay's Andrei Vasi- 
levskiy, the reigning Vezina 
Trophy winner, said a two- 
minute minor penalty isn't 
equitable to a goalie get¬ 
ting a concussion. 

"I think the league has to 
(change) the rule," Vasi- 
levskiy said. "Maybe it's a 
few-game suspension." 

The NHL in recent years has 
taken steps to reduce hits 
to the head. Rule 48 institut¬ 
ed in 2010 makes virtually 
any hit with contact to an 
opponent's head a pen¬ 
alty, but Holtby said head 
contact to goalies is "not 
treated the same as every¬ 
where else on the ice for 
some reason." 

Knowing teammate Marc- 
Andre Fleury has missed 38 
games with three separate 



In this J an. 19, 2019, file photo, Boston Bmins goaltender Tuukka Rask (40) is attended to on the 
iceasteammatesZdenoChaia, Btad Mate hand (63) and Ratrice Bergeron (37) look on after Rask 
sustained a concussion in a collision with New York Rangers center Flip Chytil during the fiist pe¬ 
riod of an NHL hoc key game in Boston. 

Associated Press 


concussions over the past 
four seasons, Vegas for¬ 
ward Jonathan Marches- 
sault tries to be conscious 
of that when he goes to 
the net. 

"For me, it's just common 
sense," Marchessault said. 
'Goalies have no protec¬ 
tion forthat. They're there in 
their net and I think every¬ 
body should respect more 
of their crease and be 
more severe, I think, on the 
goalie interference (penal¬ 
ties)." 

Defenders have to think 
about it, too. 

Carolina's Jaccob Slavin 
said collisions like Chytil 
and Rask happen when 
playersdon't have the right 
positioning, which is some¬ 
thing that starts before 
the puck gets close to the 


crease and can be difficult 
to avoid. 

"Asa forward, yourjob is to 
get to the net, to get to the 
front of the net," Slavin said. 
'You're trying to stop them 
as a defenseman from get¬ 
ting to the net, and they're 
trying to be that net-front 
presence. 

Everything's kind of collid¬ 
ing at the net, so I don't 
how much you can actu¬ 
ally stop that from happen¬ 
ing." 

Concussion spotters in 2016 
were given the authority 
to remove a player from a 
game if he exhibits visible 
signs of a concussion, and 
it applies to goalies. The 
policy came underfire ear¬ 
ly because backup goalies 
were coming in cold at im- 
portantjuncturesof games. 


Rask said spotters are do¬ 
ing a good job of being 
selective with goalies, who 
are becoming more ac¬ 
cepting of looking out for 
their health. 

'You need to take respon¬ 
sibility on yourself to real¬ 
ize if something's not right 
that you need to at least 
get checked out," Gibson 
added. "With all the pro¬ 
grams thatthey have now, 
maybe they miss it and 
you're not feeling quite 
right, usually the trainer will 
come and ask you if you're 
not OK or you feel some¬ 
thing, and then there's little 
tests you can go do in the 
back. And obviously if that 
doesn't work, you've got to 
take some responsibility on 
yourself to say, 'I'm not feel¬ 
ing quite right."0 


AP Source: Altered doping data could restart Russian scandal 


AP National Writer 

The Russian anti-doping 
agency could face sus¬ 
pension again based on 
information indicating 
data from the Moscow 
drug-testing lab had been 
manipulated before being 
delivered to the World An¬ 
ti-Doping Agency earlier 
this year, a person familiar 
with the case told The As¬ 
sociated Press 
WADA reinstated Russia's 
anti-doping agency (RU- 
SADA) after gaining ac¬ 
cess to long-sought-after 
data that was to be used 


to confirm doping posi¬ 
tives stemming from the 
country's plans to cheat so 
athletes could win medals 
at the 2014 Sochi Olympics 
and other events. 

Handing over the data 
was among the critical 
requirements for the re¬ 
instatement, and WADA 
extended a Dec. 31, 2018 
deadline by more than 
two weeks, then deemed 
its negotiations a success 
when it received the data. 
But eight months later, and 
with the Tokyo Olympics 
less than a year away, 


there is a report indicating 
the data might have been 
manipulated before it was 
handed over, according 
the person fa miliarwith the 
report, who spoke to AP 
but requested anonymity 
because the report had 
not been made public. 
WADA's compliance re¬ 
view committee is expect¬ 
ed to present the informa¬ 
tion to the agency's ex¬ 
ecutive committee, which 
meets Monday in Tokyo. 
Trackand field's governing 
body, the IAAF, and the or¬ 
ganization that handles its 


doping cases, the Athletics 
Integ rity Unit (AIU), a re a Iso 
expected to review the 
information while in Doha, 
Qatar, next weekfortrack 
world championships. 

The IAAF will receive a re¬ 
port — one that could in¬ 
clude this information — 
from a task force that has 
upheld the Russian track 
team's suspension from in¬ 
ternational competition 11 
times since its federation 
was first banned in June 
2016. Worlds start next Fri¬ 
day, and at least 129 Rus¬ 
sians are slated to com¬ 


pete as neutral athletes. 
One theory is that because 
the revamped and rein¬ 
stated RUSADA has been 
meeting testing bench¬ 
marks set for it by WADA, 
and because itdidn't have 
anything to do with the 
manipulation of the data, 
it could have a good 
chance of winning a case 
in front of the Court of Ar¬ 
bitration for Sport. If ma¬ 
nipulation is proven, WADA 
would also have to decide 
whether it could win cases 
against Russians with data 
that is now unreliableO 
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Facebook still auto-generating Islamic Slate, al-Qaida pages 


By DESMOND BUTLER and 
BARBARA OKTU1AY 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In the 

face of criticism that Face- 
book is not doing enough 
to combat extremist mes¬ 
saging, the company likes 
to say that its automated 
systems remove the vast 
majority of prohibited con¬ 
tent glorifying the Islamic 
State group and al-Qaida 
before it's reported. 

But a whistleblower's com¬ 
plaint shows that Facebook 
itself has inadvertently pro¬ 
vided the two extremist 
groups with a networking 
and recruitment tool by 
producing dozensof pages 
in their names. 

The social networking com¬ 
pany appears to have 
made little progress on the 
issue in the four months 
since The Associated Press 
detailed how pages that 
Facebook auto-generates 
for businesses are aiding 
Middle East extremists and 
white supremacists in the 
United States 

On Wednesday, U.S. sena¬ 
tors on the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation questioned 
representatives from social 
media companies, includ¬ 
ing Monika Bickert, who 
heads Facebook's efforts 
to stem extremist messag¬ 
ing. Bickert did not address 
Facebook's auto-genera- 
tion during the hearing, but 
faced some skeptic ism that 
the company'seffortswere 
effectively countering ex¬ 
tremists. 

The new details come from 
an update of a complaint 
to the Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission that 
the National Whistleblow¬ 
er Center plans to file this 





Rages from a confidential whistleblower's report obtained by The Associated Press, along with 
two printed Facebook pages that were active on Tuesday, Sept 17, 2019, aie photographed in 
Washington. 

Associated Ftaess 


week. The filing obtained 
by the AP identifies almost 
200 auto-generated pag¬ 
es — some for businesses, 
others for schools or other 
categories — that directly 
reference the Islamic State 
group and dozens more 
representing al-Qaida and 
other known groups. One 
page listed as a "political 
ideology" is titled "I love 
Islamic state." It features 
an IS logo inside the out¬ 
lines of Facebook's famous 
thumbs-up icon. 

In response to a request 
for comment, a Facebook 
spokesperson told the AP: 
'Our priority is detecting 
and removing content 
posted by people that 
violates our policy against 
dangerous individuals 
and organizations to stay 
ahead of bad actors. Au¬ 
to-generated pages are 
not like normal Facebook 


pages as people can't 
comment or post on them 
and we remove any that 
violate our policies While 
we cannot catch every 
one, we remain vigilant in 
this effort." 

Facebook has a number 
of functions that auto-gen¬ 
erate pages from content 
posted by users. The up¬ 
dated complaint scrutinizes 
one function that is meant 
to help business network¬ 
ing. It scrapes employment 
information from users' pag- 
esto create pagesforbusi- 
nesses In this case, it may 
be helping the extremist 
groups because it allows 
users to like the pages, po¬ 
tentially providing a list of 
sy m p a th ize rs fo r re c ru ite rs. 
The new filing also found 
that users' pages promot¬ 
ing extremistgroupsremain 
easy to find with simple 
sea rchesusing their names 


They uncovered one page 
for "Mohammed Atta"with 
an iconic photo of one of 
the al-Qaida adherents, 
who was a hijacker in the 
Sept. 11 attacks. The page 
lists the user's work as "AI 
Qaidah" and education as 
"University Master Bin Lad¬ 
en" and 'School Terrorist Af¬ 
ghanistan." 

Facebook has been work¬ 
ing to limit the spread of 
extremist material on its ser¬ 
vice, so far with mixed suc¬ 
cess. In March, it expand¬ 
ed its definition of prohib¬ 
ited content to include U.S. 
white nationalist and white 
separatist material as well 
as that from international 
extremist groups. It says it 
has banned 200 white su¬ 
premacist organizations 
and 26 million pieces of 
content related to global 
extremist groups like IS and 
al-Qaida. 


It also expanded its defini¬ 
tion of terrorism to include 
not just acts of violence in¬ 
tended to achieve a politi¬ 
cal or ideological aim, but 
also attempts at violence, 
especially when aimed at 
civilians with the intent to 
coerce and intimidate. It's 
unclear, though, how well 
enforcement works if the 
company is still having trou¬ 
ble ridding its platform of 
well-known extremist orga¬ 
nizations' supporters. 

But as the report shows, 
plenty of material gets 
through the cracks — and 
gets auto-generated. 

The AP story in May high¬ 
lighted the auto-genera¬ 
tion problem, but the new 
content identified in the 
report suggests that Face- 
book has not solved it. 

The report also says that re¬ 
searchers found that many 
of the pages referenced 
in the AP report were re¬ 
moved more tha n six weeks 
later on June 25, the day 
before Bickert was ques¬ 
tioned foranothercongres- 
sional hearing. 

The issue was flagged in 
the initial SEC complaint 
filed by the center's execu¬ 
tive director, John Kosty- 
ack, which alleges the so¬ 
cial media company has 
exaggerated its success 
combatting extremist mes¬ 
saging. 

"Facebook would like us 
to believe that its magical 
algorithms are somehow 
scrubbing its website of ex¬ 
tremist content," Kostyack 
said. 'Yet those very same 
algorithms are auto-gen- 
erating pages with titles 
like 'I Love Islamic State,' 
which are ideal for terra lists 
to use for networking and 
recruiting.'O 


Walgreens, Google affiliate to launch drone delivery test 


By TOM MURPHY 
AP Health Whiter 

Walgreens and a Google 
affiliate are testing drone 
deliveries that can put 
drugstore products on cus¬ 
tomer doorsteps minutes 
afterbeing ordered. 

Snacks like Goldfish Crack¬ 
ers or gummy bears a swell 
as aspirin for sick kids will 
be delivered starting next 
month in Christiansburg, 


Virginia, by a 10-pound 
(4.5-kilogram) drone flying 
as fast as 70 miles (113 kilo¬ 
meters) per hour, the com- 
paniessaid Thursday. 
Customers will be able to 
order from a list of more 
than 100 items that in¬ 
cludes individual consumer 
goods and packages of 
products to help with things 
like coughs and colds, but 
not prescriptions. They will 


place theirorderthrough a 
Wing app and then getde- 
live ry a nyw he re fro m five to 
10 minutes afterward. 

A drone capable of mak¬ 
ing a 12-mile (19-kilometer) 
round trip will fly to the de¬ 
livery site, hover and use a 
winch system to lower the 
package to the ground 
and leave it there. The 
drone will be run by Wing 
Aviation LLC, a subsidiary 


of Google parent Alpha¬ 
bet Inc. 'We're taking a 
10-pound aircraft to move 
a three-pound package 
through the sky," Wing CEO 
James Ryan Burgess said. 
"It's ve ry lig ht, ve ry effic ie nt." 
Drone deliveries in the Unit¬ 
ed States are still largely in 
early testing. Google an¬ 
nounced in April that Wing 
received federal approval 
to make commercial drone 


deliveries. It marked the first 
time a company has got¬ 
ten a federal drone deliv¬ 
ery certification. 

Online retail giant Amazon 
said in June that it plans to 
use self-piloted drones to 
deliver packages to shop¬ 
pers' homes in the coming 
months. "I think we still have 
a ways to go before it's the 
norm in our transportation 
network," he said.Q 
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4waysto c overcollege costs if financial aid isn't enough 



InthisJ uly 13,2019, photo visitors walk the staiisto AlexanderHall on the campus of Geneva Col¬ 
lege in Beaver Falls, Ra. 

Associated Press 


By RYAN LANE 
Associated ness 

For 61% of students, col¬ 
lege costs more than they 
expected, according to a 
recent survey from College 
Ave Student Loans con¬ 
ducted by Barnes & Noble 
College Insights. 

Yoselin Guzman, an 
18-year-old UCLA freshman 
from Compton, California, 
can see why. 

'There's like little costs you 
don't even see," says Guz¬ 
man, noting how expen¬ 
sive dorm items, books and 
student orientation are. 
When those unexpected 
costsarise — and yourexist- 
ing financial aid won't cut it 
— here are four options to 
get more money for school. 
1. C ROWDFUND THE SHORT¬ 
FALL 

When Guzman realized her 
savings and scholarships 
wouldn't cover her col¬ 
lege expenses, she started 
a GoFundMe campaign to 
crowdfund $5,000. 

"I was a little embarrassed 
to show people I'm strug¬ 
gling financially," Guzman 
says 


Getting over those fears 
helped cover her funding 
gap. Now, she says the 
donations have "given me 
that confidence that I'm 
not alone in this world." 
She's certainly not alone 
on GoFundMe: The web¬ 
site hosts over 100,000 edu¬ 


cation-related campaigns 
each year, though not all 
are for college tuition and 
successva ries 
'We've seen an increase in 
crowdsourcing as an op¬ 
tion for covering college 
costs," says Brad Undbeng, 
assistant vice president for 


enrollment at Grinnell Col¬ 
lege in Grinnell, Iowa. 

But Lind berg cautions stu¬ 
dents to work with their 
school's financial aid of¬ 
fice before starting a cam¬ 
paign. The additional fund¬ 
ing might affect future aid 
eligibility, he says. 


2. INCREASE YOUR WORK 
SCHEDULE 

GoFundMe allows students 
to keep any funds they re¬ 
ceive, even if they fall short 
of their overall goal. But 
there's no guarantee you'll 
get any money. Working, 
though, is a surefire way to 
do that. If you're eligible for 
a work-study job, that's typi¬ 
cally the best option. 

'Your supervisor is a built-in 
mentor; they understand 
you are a student first (and 
there's) flexibility in sched¬ 
uling," says Ashley Bianchi, 
director of financial aid at 
Williams College in William- 
stown, Massachusetts. 

If you already have a job, 
consider working more 
hours. That may be tricky 
with work-study positions, 
since eamingsare capped 
at a specific amount, so 
look off campus or on a 
college student-focused 
job board . J ust be careful 
not to overextend yourself. 
Bianchi says her college 
recommends students work 
six to seven hours a week; 
Lindberg puts 10 hoursasa 
reasonable amount.O 


Weak manufacturing threatens consumer-fueled growth 



In this J une 14, 2019 file photo a pair of shoppers, center, in the 
Levi's stole in New York's limes Square, survey a Tshirt display. 

Associated Press 


By DAMIANJ.TROISE 
Associated Press 
NBWYORK(AP) — Consum¬ 
ers have supported the 
economy during its record¬ 
setting expansion, but a 
shrinking manufacturing 
sector, crushing tariffs and 
other dangers may bring 
the good timesto an end. 
Fresh warning bells rang 
on Wall Street earlier this 
month after factory output 
shrank for the first time in 
three years. That threatens 
the economy's decade- 
long expansion, as it could 
lead to cuts in jobs and 
wages, undermining the 
U.S.'sconsumer-led growth. 
"Witho ut a ny so rt of c a ta lyst 
to help turn the sentiment 
around we anticipate that 
continued weakness in the 
manufacturing sector is 
likely to bleed over into the 
consumer sector, which 
then can drag down the 
economy further," said Pe¬ 
ter Donisanu, investment 
strategy analyst at Wells 
Fargo Investment Institute. 
Consumer spending mo¬ 


mentum typically follows 
the health of the manufac¬ 
turing sector. 

August's weak manufactur¬ 
ing data is just the latest sig¬ 
nal of a slowing economy. 
U.S. manufacturers a Iso cut 
jobs last month, and busi¬ 
nessspending is falling. 
"Businesses are holding 
back on spending be¬ 
cause they're worried 
about not knowing what 
the rules of the game are, 
related to trade, said J ason 
Pride, chief investment of¬ 
ficer for private wealth at 
Glenmede. 

Meanwhile the Labor De¬ 
partment said manufactur¬ 
ing productivity suffered its 
worst performance in the 
second quarter since mid- 
2017. Taken together the 
data points to lagging de¬ 
mand that could eventu¬ 
ally drag down consumer 
spending. 

Signs of consumers' anxiety 
have already begun to ap¬ 
pear. Retail sales, exclud¬ 
ing auto purchases, were 
flat in August, according 


to the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment. Sales at restaurants 
and bars, an indicator 
of Americans' discretion¬ 
ary spending, fell 1.2% last 
month, the steepestdrop in 
nearly a year. Sales at gro¬ 
cery stores, clothing retail¬ 
ers and furniture stores a Iso 
fell. General merchandis¬ 
ers, which include chain re¬ 
tailers such as Walmart and 
Target, reported a 0.3% 
drop. 

Meanwhile, consumer sen¬ 
timent fell last month by the 
most in seven years, ac¬ 
cording to the University of 
Michigan's consumer senti¬ 
ment index. 

Investors should keep a 
close eye on how the ser¬ 
vice sector, which makes 
up the bulk of the U.S. 
economy, reacts to the 
hurting manufacturing sec¬ 
tor. 

'We've seen cycles where 
manufacturing pulled back 
and services followed. 
When that occurred, we 
ended up in a more dif¬ 
ficult economic environ¬ 


ment," Pride said. 

For now the sector is hold¬ 
ing up, even expanding at 
a stronger pace in August 
after two months of cool¬ 
ing. 

For businesses and inves¬ 
tors, much depends on 
how the trade feud be¬ 
tween the U.S. and China 
plays out. The countries 
plan to meet in Octoberto 
continue negotiations fol¬ 
lowing months of escalat¬ 


ing rounds of tariffs 
If the Trump administra¬ 
tion's tariffs on Chinese im¬ 
ports lead, as expected, to 
higher prices on everything 
from toys to clothing and 
shoes, it could undermine 
consumer confidence 
even further, weakening 
the economy's last remain¬ 
ing support. Tariffs on many 
popular consumer items 
are scheduled to kick in on 
Dec. 15.Q 
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Blondie 


- TOOTSIE SAID WE SHOULD 
START EMPTYING OUT OUR 
STORAGE UNIT 


GOOD LUCK WITH 
SHE SAYS "WE'; Cl THAT PROJECT 
SHE OBVIOUSLY ) BUDDY/ 



HONEY, I THINK WE SHOULD 
START CLEARING OUT OUR 
ATTIC THIS' 
WEEKEND. 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Family member 
5 Up and about 
10 Prefix for enemy 
or angel 

14 Currier’s printing 
partner 

15 Razor sharpener 

16 Boyfriend 

17 Michael Douqlas’ 
dad 

18 Victorious 

20 Feminine suffix 

21 Leak out 

22 Acting parts 

23 Seize power by 
force 

25 And not 

26 Lullaby composer 
28 Midwest state 

31 Sound portion of 
a telecast 

32 USNA newcomer 
34 Animal in the 

house 

36 Twirl 

37 NFL team 

38 Gush forth 

39 Egg producer 

40 Wild Australian 
dog 

41 Warm jacket 

42 Boaster 

44 Sign of affection 

45 Dyer’s tub 

46 Confrontation 

47 Twelve 

50 Nude 

51 Fight result, for 
short 

54 Surgeries 

57 Locate 

58 Part of NASA: 
abbr. 

59 Old saying 

60 Frosted 

61 Kill 

62 _ over; studied 
intently 

63 Flying insects 

DOWN 

1 “Sweet Betsy 
from 

2 Car rental agency 

3 Convincing 

4 Inquire 

5 Fall flowers 



Created by Jacqueline E Mathews 9/21/19 


6 Sore throat 
diagnosis 

7 Stumble 

8 Debtor’s note 

9 Record speed 
letters 

10 Detests 

11 Genuine 

12 Walking stick 

13 Shacks 

19 Accident-_; 

clumsy 

21 Japanese 
wrestling form 

24 Part of the lower 
leg 

25 Captures 

26 Big party 

27 Calcutta dollar 

28 Casino game 

29 Trainee 

30 Hunts for 

32 Half-and-half 
carton, often 

33 Piece of wood 

35 “_the 

night before 
Christmas...” 

37 Shopper’s paper 
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38 Dress for Indira 

40 Singer Ross 

41 Window piece 

43 Excessively 

44 Used foul 
language 

46 Gamut 

47 Ho and Ameche 

48 Ring stone 


49 Letter from 
Greece 

50 Male swine 

52 ACL tear site 

53 Chances 

55 Touch lightly 

56 If _ say so 
myself” 

57 White lie 
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Study finds air pollution 
leaches placenta during 
pregnancy 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

new study suggestswhen a 
pregnant woman breathes 
in air pollution, it can travel 
beyond her lungs to the 
placenta that guards her 
fetus. 

Pollution composed of tiny 
particles from car exhaust, 
factory smokestacks and 
other sources is dangerous 
to everyone's health, and 
during pregnancy it's been 
linked to premature births 
and low birth weight. But 
scientists don't understand 
why, something that could 
affect care for women in 
highly polluted areas. One 
theory is that the particles 
lodge in mom's lungs and 
trigger potentially harmful 
inflammation. 

Tuesday, Belgian research¬ 
ers reported another possi¬ 
bility, that any risk might be 
more direct. 

A novel scanning tech¬ 
nique spotted a type of 
particle pollution — soot¬ 
like black carbon — on 
placentas donated by 28 
new mothers, they report¬ 
ed in Nature Communica¬ 
tions. 

The placenta nourishes a 
developing fetus and tries 
to block damaging sub¬ 
stances in the mother's 
bloodstream. The Hasselt 
University team found the 
particles accumulated on 
the side of the placenta 


closest to the fetus, near 
where the umbilical cord 
emerges. 

That's not pro of the sootac- 
tually crossed the placenta 
to reach the fetus— orthat 
it's responsible for any ill ef¬ 
fects, cautioned Dr. Yoel 
Sadovsky of the University 
of Pittsburgh Medical Cen¬ 
ter, a leading placenta ex¬ 
pert who wasn't involved 
with the new research. 

And it'sa small study. 

Still, 'just finding it at the 
placenta is important," Sa¬ 
dovsky said. 

'The next question would 
be how much of these 
black carbon particles 
need to be there to cause 
damage." 

Scientists already had 
some clues from animal 
studies that partic les could 
reach the placenta, but 
Tuesday's study is a first 
with human placentas. The 
Belgian researchers devel¬ 
oped a way to scan pla¬ 
centa samples using ultra- 
short pulses from a laser 
that made the black car¬ 
bon pa rtic les flash a bright 
white light, so they could 
be measured. 

The researchers included 
placentas from 10 moth¬ 
ers who lived in areas with 
high pollution and 10 oth¬ 
ers from low areas. The 
higherthe exposure to pol¬ 
lution, the more particles 
the researchers counted in 
the placentasO 
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Classifieds 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16500 
Oceanview $15500 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruha Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16500 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B O V $ 10k 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC S6500 each wk 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergprealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 



u: _ j 


facebook.com/ambatoday/ 


FOR SALE 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $1,995 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $1,995 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 

_211687 
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Caribbean Speed Printers MV, 
Aruba Bank MV, Ate.#332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank MV, 
Act. #23951903 
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(lirtds.raijnder^cspnv.raml 
Liza Koolman (Management actant) 
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Violence Against Women 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 24 

Freedom the Seas 

September 25 

Monarch 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Sc ientists prepane fbryear-long expedition to Arctic centeil 



In this Wednesday, J uly 3,2019 file photo the German Arctic research vessel Polarstem' is docked 
for maintenance in Bremeihaven, Germany. 


BERLIN (AP) — Researchers 
from more than a dozen 
nations prepared Friday 
to launch the biggest and 
most complex expedition 
everattempted in the cen¬ 
tral Arctic — a yearlong 
journey through the ice 
they hope will improve the 
scientific models that un¬ 
derpin our understanding 
of climate change. 

The 140-million euro ($158 
million) expedition will see 
scientists from 19 coun¬ 
tries including Germany, 
the United States, Britain, 
France, Russia and China 
work together in one of the 
most inhospitable regions 
of the planet. 

'The Arctic is the epicenter 
of global climate change," 
said Markus Rex of Ger¬ 
many's Alfred Wegener In¬ 
stitute forPolarand Ocean 
Research, who will lead the 
expedition. "At the same 
time the Arctic is the region 
of the planet where we un¬ 
derstand the climate sys¬ 
tem least." 

Packed full of scientific 
equipment, the German 
icebreaker RV Polarstem 
will leave the port of Trom- 
soe in northern Norway ac¬ 
companied by a Russian 
vessel to search fora suit¬ 
ably large floe on which to 
anchorand setup base. 
Asthe days get shorterand 
the sea freezes around it, 
the Polarstem will slowly 
drift off on its own toward 
the North Pole while rotat¬ 
ing teams of dozens of sci¬ 
entists spend two months 
each conducting research 
on the ice. 

Stefanie Arndt, a sea ice 
physicist who has been 
preparing for the expedi¬ 
tion for nine years, said 
darkness will be the biggest 
challenge. 

"Everyone worriesaboutthe 
cold but the psychological 
aspect of not seeing any¬ 
thing and knowing there 


are polar bears out there 
is something that shouldn't 
be underestimated," she 
told The Associated Press in 
a telephone interview. 
Scientists involved in the 
Multidisciplinary drifting Ob¬ 
servatory for the Study of 
Arctic Climate, orMOSAiC 
for short, have undergone 
firearrnstraining. The camp 
will be also be secured by 
a perimeter fence and fire¬ 
works to scare off prowling 
predators. 

Arndt, who will join the mis¬ 
sion in mid-February, said 
the unique advantage of 
MOSAiC compared with 
other expeditions is the 
fact that researchers will be 
able to observe processes 
in the Arctic across an en¬ 
tire seasonal cycle. 

'What's particularly inter¬ 
esting is the transition from 
winter to spring," she said, 
a time when the ice is nor¬ 


mally too thick for ships to 
reach the Central Arctic. 
Recording changes in the 
density, size and type of 
snow will help sc ientists bet¬ 
ter understand the flows of 
energy in the Arctic. 

"For example, how much 
light the snow reflects back 
into the atmosphere, how 
much it absorbs and how 
much light reachesthe up- 
perocean,"said Arndt. 'This 
has big implications for the 
ecosystem." 

Energy from light affects 
algae growth and ocean 
temperatures, which in turn 
influence how much sea 
ice melts from below. 
Understanding these and 
other complex processes 
occurring in the Arctic is 
essential for the increas¬ 
ingly sophisticated com¬ 
puter models scientists use 
to predict weather and 
climate. Experts believe 


Associated Press 

that any disruption to the 
Arctic's delicate cycle of 
freeze-and-thaw will be felt 
further south, though it's still 
not clearhow. 

'The Arctic is changing 
pretty dramatically right 
now and that's something 
we need to get into," said 
Matthew Shupe, an atmo¬ 
spheric scientist at the Uni¬ 
versity of Colorado who will 
take part in the expedition. 
Recent changes in the 
jet stream — a current of 
air that circles and insu¬ 
lates the Arctic like a giant 
thermos — have allowed 
warm, moist winds from low 
latitudes to move north. At 
the same time, chilly blasts 
of Arctic air — the dread¬ 
ed polar vortices — have 
brought deep freeze con¬ 
ditions to the continental 
U.S. and Europe. 

"A lot of this right now is a 
hot topic," said Shupe. 


Concerns about global 
warming have spread far 
beyond the scientific com¬ 
munity in recent years. The 
expedition starts on the 
same day as global cli¬ 
mate protests and ahead 
of a U.N. climate summit in 
New York next week. 

Rex, the expedition head, 
said the cooperation be¬ 
tween sc ientists from many 
d iffe re nt c o u ntrie s sta n d s in 
contrast to the geostrate¬ 
gic jostling that big powers 
have started engaging in 
as the Arctic, with its un¬ 
tapped riches, begins to 
open up to exploration. 

He put the fact that Ger¬ 
many, hitherto a second- 
league player in the Arctic, 
is leading the expedition 
down to the country's tech¬ 
nical and logistical exper¬ 
tise. 

"We're doing it because we 
can, and nobody else can 
do it,"said Rex. 

Anja Kariiczek, the German 
minister for science, said 
that as a major industrial 
nation Germany needs to 
shoulderpartofthe respon¬ 
sibility for tackling climate 
c ha nge, a nd fina nc ing ha If 
of the expedition's costs 
was in the country's inter¬ 
ests 

Unlike Russia, China and 
Sweden, which will also 
be sending icebreakers to 
supply the expedition, the 
United Stateswon't be con¬ 
tributing a vessel. 

"A U.S.-flagged ship would 
have been a nice addition 
to MOSAiC," said Shupe. 
"On the other hand I think 
that the U.S. is making ex¬ 
traordinary contributions," 
he said, citing scientific 
and financial support from 
American institutions such 
as the National Science 
Foundation, the Depart¬ 
ment of Energy, the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration, and 
NASAO 
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Fendi lets sun shine on post-Lagerfeld era, glancing back 



ModelsGigi Hadid, from front second left Bella Hadid and Kaia Gerber wear creations with ofh- 
er models as part of the Max Maia Spring-Slimmer 2020 collection, unveiled during the fashion 
week, in Milan, Italy, Thursday, Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
MILAN (AP) — A naive 
streak is running through 
the collections on preview 
during Milan Fashion Week 
— with a return to simpler 
times, yesteryear prints and 
patterns and unfussy silhou¬ 
ettes. 

Checked gingham is mak¬ 
ing a comeback, while 
crushed velvet is making in¬ 
roads into the summertime 
wardrobe as fashion takes 
comfort in nostalgia. Raf¬ 
fia bagsand weave details 
also are on display. 
Highlights from Thursday 
previews for Spring/Sum- 
mer2020womenswea ref¬ 
lections: 

THE SUN SHINING ON FENDI 

Fendi seemed to have an 
atavistic, perhaps artis¬ 
tic, need to return to the 
bra nd'sready-to-wea moots 
in the mid-1960sto confront 
the first collection since the 
loss of Karl Lagerfeld, the 
brand's founding womens 
wear designer from 1965 
until hisdeath last February. 
The new collection by Sil¬ 
via Venturini Fendi drew on 
easy 1960s mom styles, like 
quilted jackets and match¬ 
ing mini-skirts, garden flo¬ 
ral cropped raincoat and 
skirt and easy-to-wear ter¬ 
ry-cloth skirts and canvas 
jackets Woven bags and 
matching woven sweat¬ 
ers had a nostalgic, almost 


naive feel, countered by a 
plunging V-line and translu¬ 
cent print mini or matching 
macrame weave skirts. 

FloraIsand gardening refer- 
encestied in neatly with the 
menswear Spring/Summer 
2020 collection previewed 
last June in Milan. A series 
in golden honey yellow 
and brown gave a down- 
to-earth buzz to a checked 
fur coat, or gingham dress 
with short-sleeved fur in 
matching trim. For the 


queen bee, there was a 
fur-check intarsia coat, with 
sheer checked skirt and a 
cropped marigold knit top. 
The look finished with bug- 
eye glasses, fastened with 
a librarian eyeglass chain 
bearing the double FFlogo, 
and large brim prairie bon¬ 
nets. 

The 1969 hit 'The Age of 
Aquarius" played through¬ 
out the show, setting an 
optimistic tone for Fendi's 
debut collection flying as 


the solo headliner. And she 
took her bows standing in 
front of the image of a ris¬ 
ing orange sun to the com¬ 
panion melody "Let the 
Sunshine In." 


THE LIGHTNESS OF EMPO RIO 
ARMANI 

Giorgio Armani says he 
wanted to dress his Empo- 
rio Armani woman in air. He 
just about succeeds. 

The Spring/Summer 2020 
collection was a study of 


lightness and movement, 
softness in materials, silhou¬ 
ette and color palette. 

"It is difficult to define beau¬ 
ty," the designer said after 
the show. 'There are many 
women who can be beau¬ 
tiful in theirown way. Once 
there wasthe beautyofthe 
woman with the cigarette. 
Today women can be dif¬ 
ferent, differently beauti¬ 
ful." 

Opening the show and set¬ 
ting the tone, an airy trench 
floated over a transparent 
pink top and gray crushed 
velvet trousers, anchored 
by an urban pill-box cross¬ 
body bag. 

The youthful-dressing Em- 
porio Armani woman can 
show some skin in a vel¬ 
vet bra-top and match¬ 
ing trousers, unified with a 
double-breasted pink blaz¬ 
er. A wide-trouser jumpsuit 
in denim blue had a hip¬ 
pie feel with a cropped 
crushed velvet jacket. Tulle 
topsdanced oversilky trou¬ 
sers, accented by a tangle 
of beads. By nightfall, a sil¬ 
very mood descended with 
a metallic sheen on organ¬ 
za trousers and gathered 
zipper jackets, accented 
by chain-mail earrings and 
breast-plates recalling the 
1970s disco era. Footwear 
included pointy flat mules, 
high-top sneakers and 
knee-high military boots.Q 


Andrew Combs' 'Ideal Man' is tuneful and sensitive 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Piess 

AndresCombs, "Ideal Man" 
(New West Records) 

On "Ideal Man," Andrew 
Combs trades in some of 
the high-gloss finish of his 
previous work for a trebly 
kaleidoscope of sounds 
that underscores a beguil¬ 
ing set of highly-emotional 
tunes 

Combs, Texasbom and 
Nashville-based, shaped 
by his recent dedication 
to painting as well as the 
birth of his daughter, says 
the brushworkincreased his 
sensitivity while the parent¬ 
ing responsibilities seem to 
have deepened the senti¬ 
mental connections of the 
songs to his own surround- 
ingsand the widerworld. 


The arrangements mix psy¬ 
chedelia, acoustic and 
electric sounds, a handful 
of classic keyboards and 
generous reverb. Along 
with Combs' sensitive but 
resolute singing, they keep 
"Ideal Man" far from any 
sappiness, despite the 
depth of emotions. 

Opener "Stars of Longing" 
seems conjoined at the 
hip with the title track that 
follows it, both songs form¬ 
ing a sort of statement of 
purpose. The first imbues its 
lesson of 'there's only love" 
with fuzzy guitars and a 
cracking snare, while "Ideal 
Man" lists hunters, coyotes 
and drunken poets as pos¬ 
sible characters for "just a 
stranger waiting my turn to 
be somebody." 



This cover image released by New West Records shows "Ideal 
Man," a release by Andrew Combs 

Associated Ftess 


Other highlights include the 
desperate "ShipwreckMan" 
and its sweet backing vo¬ 
cals, the vulnerable "Hide 
and Seek" and "Firestarter," 
where lament, caution, 
resignation and recrimi¬ 
nation combine for a bit¬ 
ter but prudent farewell 
as Combs' voice expertly 
travels across a full range 
offeelings Closer'Golden," 
one of the record's most 
tender moments, ponders 
the inevitability of his child's 
growth while lending sup¬ 
port forthe journey — 'One 
foot in front of the other/HI 
be right here/lf there's too 
much ground to cover." 
"Ideal Man" is an excep¬ 
tional example of quality 
song writing and adventur¬ 
ous music a lityO 
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DreamWorks, Shanghai studio hope 'Abominable 1 suits China 


By TERRY TANG 
Associated Press 

Forthe new animated mov¬ 
ie "Abominable,"bringing a 
big city in China to life with 
accuracy means that even 
the trash has to look right. 
Chinese animators collab¬ 
orating with DreamWorks 
animators urged them to 
dump metal trash cans 
from backdrops because 
"we don't have metal trash 
cans" 

"It took nights and week¬ 


ends to replace all of that, 
but it was worth it," director 
J ill Culton said. 

It's understandable to feel 
some pressure not to of¬ 
fend China'si billion poten¬ 
tial moviegoers. It's been 20 
years since a Hollywood 
cartoon with a plucky Chi¬ 
nese heroine opened in 
China. The film, Disney's 
"Mulan," brought little hon- 
orto its box office grosses. 
DreamWorks Animation 
and Shanghai-based Pearl 
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This image released by DreamWorks Animation shows characters, tram left; Peng, voiced by Al¬ 
bert "Isa i, Everestthe Yeti, Yi, voiced by Chkre Bennetand J in, voiced by Tenzing Norgay Trainor, 
in a scene from "Abominable," in theaters on Sept 27. 

Associated Press 


Studio hope "Abominable," 
which opens Sept. 27 in the 
U.S., can make the cross¬ 
over leap. 

The movie is their first joint 
production since a Chinese 
media conglomerate took 
over Oriental DreamWorks 
in 2018 and rebranded it 
Pearl Studio. Most of the 
voice cast, which includes 
Chloe Bennet of Marvel's 
"Agents of S.H.I.E.LD.," is 
of Asian descent. The film 
opens in China on Oct. 1, 
which is a public holiday 
celebrating the 70th anni¬ 
versary of the founding of 
People's Republic ofChina. 
"Abominable" centers on 
the bond between Yi, a 
teenage girl grieving the 
loss of her father, and a 
Yeti. She and her friends 
embark on a 2,000-mile 
(3,219-kilometer) trek to 
bring their big-footed bud¬ 
dy, who they na me Everest, 
back to the Himalayas. 

The group lives in a name- 
lessChinese metropolisthat 
closely resembles Shang¬ 


hai down to the bamboo 
building scaffolding. 

The visualsare a productof 
the open back-and-forth 
dialogue between anima¬ 
tors in the East and West, 
Culton said. She wanted 
to make sure they were 
doing more than throwing 
'Chinese pieces and parts 
in just to please the audi¬ 
ence." 

"If you're trying to design 
LA. and you live in Shang¬ 
hai, you would totally get 
it wrong," she said. 'So, if 
you're going to do a mov¬ 
ie in China and that's the 
goal you want —authenti¬ 
cation —I don't know any 
way around not working 
with someone who's based 
there who knows the cul¬ 
ture." 

Animators and designers 
were meticulous in what's 
being touted as the first 
major animated feature 
about a family in modem 
China. In designing Yi's 
home, the team wanted 
details about the apart¬ 


ment size of a typical Chi¬ 
nese family and even the 
inclusion of pork buns on 
the dinner table, said Peilin 
Chou, Pearl Studio's chief 
creative officer. Feedback 
from early test screenings in 
China has been "a compli¬ 
ment and a relief." 
"(Viewers) thought the film 
waslocally made in China," 
said Chou, who worked on 
"Mulan." "They didn't feel 
like it was a foreign film 
coming into China." 
"Mulan," the centuries-old 
Chinese legend of a young 
woman who disguises her¬ 
self as a man to fight in the 
army, got a frosty reception 
when it opened in China in 
1999. While it grossed more 
than $300 million globally, it 
earned $30,000 in 22 days 
in Mulan's supposed home 
province of Hunan, ac¬ 
cording to a story from the 
South China Morning Post 
and reports citing the offi¬ 
cial Xinhua News Agency. 
The film performed even 
worse in Shanghai.Q 


Book of I e the is by C he Guevara coming 
out in English in 2Q21 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A book 
of letters by Ernesto Che 
Guevara is coming out in 
English in fall 2021. 

"Letters 1947-67" will be re¬ 
leased in the United States 
by Seven Stories, the pub- 
lisherannounced Thursday, 
and includes an introduc¬ 
tion by daughter Aleida 


Guevara. The Spanish edi¬ 
tion was recently published 
in Cuba. 

The late revolutionary's 
correspondence touched 
upon everything from poli¬ 
tics to family. 

In a 1966 letter to his chil¬ 
dren, written the year be¬ 
fore he was executed by 
U.S.-backed Bolivian forc¬ 


es, he promises to send a 
photo soon so his family will 
know what he looks like, 
"a little older and uglier." 
He tells his son, Tatico, that 
should imperialism still ex¬ 
ist when he's a man, they'll 
fight it together. If it has 
been overthrown, they will 
'take a vacation on the 

moon.'O 
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With "Eve," Rapsody gains traction in the best rapper debate 



Ibis Aug. 22, 2019 photo shows Rapsody posing fora portrait in New York to promote her latest 
album "Eve." 

Associated Press 


By GARY GERARD HAMIL¬ 
TON 

Associated FYess 
NEW YORK (AP) — The de¬ 
bate over who reigns su¬ 
preme asthe greatest rap¬ 
per of the moment is never- 
ending and never settled. 
FromLLCoolJ vsKoolMoe 
Dee,Tupac vs. Biggie,J ay-Z 
vs. Nas, it's a time-honored 
discussion that's likely to be 
heard in any barbershop or 
boardroom where rap fans 
converge. 

These days, while the 
names thrown out tend to 
be Kendrick Lamar and J. 
Cole, the rap matrix is trying 
to sort out an unexpected 
entry: Rapsody. The witty, 
sharp-tonged MC may not 
only be the best female 
rapper, but the best lyri¬ 
cist in the entire genre — a 
compliment few women 
have garnered despite the 
genre being decadesold. 
"I'm honored by it because 
I earned it. I worked hard 
for it," said Rapsody, bom 
Marianna Evans, of the rec¬ 
ognition. 

"I never looked at it like, 
'Oh, I'm gonna be the best 
female rapper ever.' No, I 
want to be one of the best_ 
if not the best_ever. People 
are going to have their 
preferences, but I know I'm 
in the conversation. Some, 
I'll be their favorite. Some, 

I might be the third favor- 
ite_but I know I'm in the top 
five,"she laughed. 

It's a rare declaration from 
the seemingly reserved 
recording artist. "Rap," as 
colleagues refer to her, re¬ 
cently dropped her highly 
anticipated album "Eve," a 
follow-up to 2017's critically 
acclaimed "Laila'sWisdom." 
That breakthrough album 
earned her two Grammy 
nominations including best 
rap album, which had her 
competing with Lamar, 
Jay-Z Migos and Tyler the 
Creator. 

9th Wonder, founder of 
Jamla, Rapsody's music 
label, isn't surprised she's fi¬ 
nally getting her due. 

'The crazy thing about 
competition is you're run¬ 
ning a race but sometimes 
people have a tendency 
to do like this (looks left 
and right) and look at ev¬ 
erybody else's lane instead 
of making your lane ... 


and widening your lane as 
much as you possibly can. 
And she's mastered that 
art of doing that," he said. 
"And so doing that for so 
long and so consistently, 
that's going to just turn into 
heroutrunning everybody." 
The North Carolina-born 
MC is hardly the first great 
female emcee; There was 
MC Lyte, Lil Kim, rapper/ 
songstress Lauryn Hill, Missy 
Elliott, Nicki Minaj, as well 
as Queen Latifah, who 
provided a rare guest rap 
verse for this new project. 
But they a II faced the same 
struggle_a fight for respect 
in this male-dominated mu¬ 
sic genre, though things 
are improving: Candi B be¬ 
came the first woman to 
win a Grammy for best rap 
album earlier this year. 
Rapsody's latest project, 
which includes features 
from J. Cole, D'Angelo, 
Wu-Tang Clan member 
GZ^ and more, consists 
of 16 tracks, each named 
after black women_most 
real, some fictional_that 


were influential to her. For 
instance, there's "Michelle" 
(for the former First Lady), 
'Oprah," "Myrlie" (wife of 
slain civil rightsleaderMed- 
gar Evers), 'Cleo" (named 
after one of the main char¬ 
acters from the 'Set It off" 
film), and "Afeni," whose 
son wasthe legendary rap- 
perTupac Shakur. 

"I wanted to show the spec¬ 
trum of what black women 
a re a nd the bea uty. Buta Iso 
in naming them, I wanted 
to continue the legacies of 
some of these names," she 
said. "And just to show our 
beauty and our brilliance, 
and to remind little girls or 
to introduce them to the 
fact you are a queen, but 
you can still have fun within 
that." 

Though no song on this al¬ 
bum was named after Hill, 
Rapsody cites her as one 
of her most importa nt influ¬ 
ences. 

"She just represented atthat 
time her truth and honesty 
in the music that she told. 
She was just different from 


everything that came out 
atthattime, and herartistry 
shined through," Rapsody 
said. "It just inspired me to 
want to be more, to hold 
my head high." 

Rapsody not only stands 
out because of her lyric ism, 
but her look. Unlike her fe¬ 
male contemporaries, she 
doesn't go for the glamor¬ 
ous, sexpot look. That has 
led some to use her as an 
example to chastise wom¬ 
en who promote their sexu¬ 
ality in rap. But Rapsody, 
who says she is a huge 
Cardi Bfan, doesn't co-sign 
that logic. 

"I was raised in a village of 
strong black women. And 
my mom, my aunts and my 
sisters, whattheytaughtme 
early on is how to be and 
be part of a sisterhood," 
said Rapsody. "I knew that 
in order for me to shine, 

I didn't have to dim any¬ 
body else's light because 
there's room for us a II." 
Although she's been in the 
rap game for more than a 
decade, part of her new 


visibility is due to Jama la's 
partnership with Roc Na¬ 
tion, the manage me nt a nd 
consulting group founded 
byj ay-Z 

"Roc Nation has helped us 
reached the 'tier-three,' 
'tier-four 1 people who mu¬ 
sic for them sometimes is 
an afterthought," said 9th 
Wonder. 'They're so instru¬ 
mental cultural-wise, it's like 
a great gateway forus." 
Jay-Zs recent decision to 
partner with the National 
Football League hasdrawn 
backlash from critics who 
claim he turned his back 
on Colin Kaepemick, the 
former NFL quarterback 
who Jay-Z has called an 
icon. Kaepemick sparked 
a nationwide debate after 
he began kneeling on the 
sidelines as a form of pro¬ 
test against racial injustice 
and has not been signed 
to a tea m in two yea rs. 

But Rapsody thinks the 
partnership could be fruitful 
because "we need ourCo- 
lin Kaepemicksto do what 
they do, but we need our 
J ay-ZS to do what they do, 
too." Shortly after this inter¬ 
view, Rapsody was named 
an NFL'lnspire Change ad¬ 
vocate" along with Meek 
Mill and Meghan Trainor. 
Like many of today's lyri¬ 
cists, she grew up underthe 
audio tutelage ofj ay-Z but 
she doesn'tseekoutadvice 
from her larger-than-life as¬ 
sociate, saying the lyrics in 
his catalog provide all the 
counsel she needs. When 
they talk, it's about sports, 
or it's'just jokes and laughs, 
and he sends emails and 
just tells us how proud he is 
ofthe work we're doing." 
While "Eve"hasthe hip-hop 
world buzzing, Rapsody is 
already beginning to look 
down the line. She's inter¬ 
ested in community work, 
particularly with children's 
literacy. But she also plans 
to produce documenta¬ 
ries, and even pursue act¬ 
ing. And as far as the de¬ 
bate of who's currently the 
greatest rapper, what's 
Rapsody's take? 

'Who's the greatest active 
emcee in the game right 
now? I'm gonna say me," 
she said softly, but confi¬ 
dently. And with a slight 
smile, she added, "But I re¬ 
spect my brothers.'□ 
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